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4 godtrine of tlie church of England, as preached by 
our glorious Reroxwens, ſtill continued m our articles 
and homilies, and eſtabliſhed by law. It is preſumed 
that a work of this kind may be acceptable to every mem- 
ber of our community, that their underſtandings may be 
rightly 5 their minds immoveably fixed iu the 
doctrine t 
play of the truth may he a laſting preſervative from the 
errors of thoſe teachers, who falſely ſhite themſelves of 
che church, and with great hypocriſy impoſe on the ig - 
norant, ſet themſelves up for her beſt friends, but ate, in 
fact, her greateſt enemies, ſeeing they renounce their 
baptiſmal covenant, break through the moſt ſolemn de- 
clarations. and ſubſcriptions, diſgrace their ordination, 
and ſubveit every fundamental truth of the goſpel 
a defence of which, rather than uſeleſs entertainment, 
being the delign of this Dialogue, the chief aim has been 
to ſuit thoſe who prefer brevity to great volumes and 
expence. : 


lmpartiality is obſerved, by giving the arguments on 


both fides their due force, whilſt a multiplicity of unne- 
ceſſaty words is purpolely avoided, 

| Notions, modes, and party, are not eſpouſed, as the 
intent is to plead for religion,” not opinion, to pfeach 
Chriſl, not ourſelves, 

Modern preachers too little regard ſcripture example, 


and lean too much to their own underftanding to do 


good. Iuſtead of being of any great ſervice to Religion, 
they ſj end their firength for nougit1, and fight as one that 
beals the air 2, by making things of no moment the Pillar 
aud ground of truth, Ihe intereſt of Chri/t receives but 
ſmall benefit from their labours, however they may ſuc- 
ceed in promoting parties, or /iriving about words. Their 
zeal is waſted in exteinals, or doctrines not effential, 
whilſt the weighlzer mallers of the law are paſſed over, as if 
God dwelling in us were the leaſt that concerned ns, and 
ſanflification unto 08tDience, no part of the faith once de- 
livered to the ſaints. | 


1 Il. xlix. 4. 2 1 Cor. ix. 26. 3 2 Tim. ii. 14. 4 Indeg. 


ey profeſs, and that a plain and artleſs diſ- 
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A Dialogue betwixt the Pulpit and Reading Des. 


Pulpit. OUR humble ſevaut Mt. Reading Deſk. I 
: hope | ſee you well, Sir. I intend you a 
morning viſit. 

Deſk. Good company, Sir, is always to be valued, 
But 1 fear it is over with me: I have labonred under a 
21 painful, and dangerous diſorder, brought upon 
me by giief; and it is a miracle I am alive. 

P. I am ſorry to find fo dear a friend and companion 
not enjoying every comfort of body and mind. which 
might render his valuable life fill more ſerviceable As 
to myſelt. 1 give praiſe, 1 am in perfect beahh but it 
cuts me to the heart to fee you ſo infirm and ſickly. 


What ſhall L do to relieve fo worthy a friend? How is © 


it poſſible that a relation ſo near, and dear to me, can 
have lingered under a long and grievous affliction, and L 
be an utter firanger to it. . 4 FEW; 

D. I deſign to let yon into the cauſe of my diſorder ; 
and when I have opened my mind, I hope io had my- 
felf beiter. | 

P. Sir, you pleaſe me extremely 3 and as it is an im- 
portant ſubject. pray begin, and unboſom yourſelf to- 
your dear companion and fellow labourer ; and what-- 
ever ſervice I can be of, you may ſafely depend on my 
fidelity. 

D. I readily embrace the occaßon that offers; and 
your importunity will embolden me to ſpeak without 
reſerve. But | muſt be honeſt and plain with you: 1 
would have you underſtand that I am all of a piece, and 
deteſt the being otherwiſe before a man's face than I am 
behind his back. I cannot play the hypocrite, aud turn 
yo the times; and though my fiee aud arileſi deport- 

eat diſpleaſes ſome, in this dark, and degenerate age : 


nevertheleſs, conſult the Bible, and you will find this 
good old method pleaſing to God, and approved by all 


good men. _You muſt, of conſequence, own, that for 


me to hear my ſelf contradicted juſt aver my head, 
A 2 wade 
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made a vile liar, and falſe witneſs, as foon as I have ex- 
erciſed my office, and deelared thoſe truths which pub. 
lic authority enjoiu me, muſt be very trying to my con- 
ſtitution!. | 

B. Truly, Sir, you ſurprize me! Am I this perſon ? 
Am I the cauſe of your diſorder ? Can you poſſibly 
think that Lam an hypocrite, backbiter, and time-ſerver ? 
That I do not take the Bible for my rule, as well as you? 
But ſpeak not ſo warmly ; If the congregation hear vs 
contending, who ſhould ſpeak the fame w_ and find 
. that we, who are at the head of eceleſiaſtical affairs, think 
thus of each other, our precepts will make but little jm- 
preſſion; they will be ready to ſay, ** Phylician heal 
thyſelf; and bid us firſt pull the beam out of our own 
eye. Example goes farther than'precept. | 

D. For my own part, I care not who hears us, or 
know of the quarrel. You have long been my fore 
enemy, a public and private foe to me, and the whole 
congregation 3 and if it be confidered, the harm we 
have all ſuſtained, it would appear what favour has been 
ſhewn you in not firipping off your gown, driving you 
aut of the church, and leaving you to follow another 
kind of buſineſs, The evil you $5 done, I am fure 
the whole world can never repair. And, however yon 
may boaſt of your own good conftitution, you are as 
ſickly, to the full, as Iam: Your whole head ts ſick, your 
whole heart is faint ; there is no ſoundneſs, but wounds, and 
bruiſes, and putrifying ſores 2. Your carcaſe is meagre and 
conſumpiive; thoſe parts that were ſound are dropped 
off, that true health and vigour, thas comlineſs and good 
deportment, once ſeen in you, exiſt no more. Your 
eyes are now blinded, your ears dull of hearing; your 
limbs are become feeble and inactive, your feet ever 
tumbling and turning out of the narrow path : Nor cat 


all your art and contrivance make what is found to ſtay_ 


upon your bones. Every part that is unconupted is te 
* be looked for only in me, however mean and dejected l 


may appear. A 
7 P. Mr. 


1 Whatever is faid, throughout the whole Dialogue, 
is deſigned for thoſe Pulpits only, that contradict aud 
depart from their Common Prayer Book, | 

2 Ilaiali i. 5, 6, 
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F. Mr. Reading Deſk, I inſiſ on it that you explain 
yourſelf, It cnts me to the quick to hear this from you, 
who have been hitherto my good friend, and now, 10 
turn your back upon me ! I cannot bear it. Ik it 
had been ſome ſectary I ſhould not have taken this no · 
tice; but you, that are as my own fetf ! ——Surely ſome 
cruel enemy hath raiſed groundleſs flories, which have 
exaſperated you: Or is it not your years and dotage ? 
For without diſpute, to arrive at two krndred years, or 
upwards, and to be compos mentis, is a miracle. Old peo- 
ple love not to be contradicted ;- they will have their own 
way: we bad better leave cavelling, and be friends, 
Therefore, Sir, your moſt obedient. | 
D. Hold, Sir, flop a little, I have not done. You 
ſeemed, at firſt, overjoyed at the opportuuity; and what, 
will you hear no more? This ſhews you are guilty, and 
that your conſcience condemns you. For my part, I 
regard no man, and if you put off till midnight, I am 
reſolved to tell you my mind; and if you will not hear 
me now, I wilt publi ch it to all the world, and let them 
fee that you are no more a friend to religion than Demas, 
Simon Magus, or Judas, You are pleaſed to infinuate, 
that Lam in my dotage ; but I will prove that my ſen- 
ſes are as clear, and my memory as ſound, as yours. I 
allow you to object, and take the ſame liberty with me, 
that I take with you ; and wherein I ſpeak or act not 
agreeable to ſcripture and reaſon, reprove me; L affure 
you I will not ſpare to tell you the whole truth, 
P. Pleaſe to make good what you lay io my charge. 
You have already faid enough to make a ſtone ſpeak ; 
and Jam now determined to difpute it out, for I Will 
not be run down and trampled upon ſo unjuſtly. Some 
of the congregation have certainly heard what has paſ- 
ed; and if they believe you, I ſhall be liule eſteemed for - 
the future, | | 
D. Then I will prove my aſſertion; But I ſcarce 
know where to begin; for you not only contradict me, 
but preach a new doQtine of your own, and haveintro- 
duced a ſyſtem intirely unknown to our Reformers. 1 
am really concerned for you; and would not willingl 
expoſe you, or open the mouths of gainſayers, — 
your offence is ſo capital. But whether it was your own 
A3 ignorance, 


„ 


Ignorance, or the fin of your parents that made you offer 
yourſelf io the miniſtry for gain, or an eaſy life, or that 
the biſhop was impoſed on at your ordination, when 
you ſulemnly declared you were inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt to take upon you that office,” though at the ſame 
time you were wholly unacquainted with the Spirit of 
God, I will not haſtily determine: However, immortat 
louls gre at fake ; and if matters are not ſpeedily alter- 
ed, the conſequence will be deplorable. Deceit aud 
guile in youſelf, with error and ignorauce in the peo- 
ple, is all that cau be expeQed. 

F. Sir, my 1caſon for engaging in ſacred things are 
beiter than you may ſuppoſe. They are ſatis factory to 
the bulk of mankind, and few if any, of the learned and 
honourable, call them in queſtion. Firſt, ** they are the 
{ame as my neighbours; we all hold one opinion, and 
do not chufe to be ſingular. The way the multitude 
go, | charitably hope is right. Secondly, cuſtom pre- 
vailed with me; for as I believed like others, I acted like 
others. Thirdly, I had never conſidered theſe things, 
nor hardly read them. Fourthly, we act from office, 
what is called ex officio, not from principle ; and we are 
appointed to read, not to believe. Filthly, I figned in 
a ſenſe of my own, not as the words implied: and as arti- 
cles of peace, not of dothine 2 therefore I never preach 
them. Sixthly, tnlereſt was cloſely connected with ſub - 
{cribing,and L could not have ſeparated one from the other. 
if I were io have ſtrove till doom's day. And for you 
to be ſo ſcvere on me ſor the little, common failings of fo 
many, and when I can give ſuch good reaſous for what 
1 do, is very unbecoming. | 

D. It this be your beſt defence, mercy om you in the 
great day! It amounts to no other than this, that you 
uluſh at nothing, are determined to break through afl 
bounds, aud that you pay no regard to truth or ſincerity. 
By the ſame way of. arguing a proteftant may ſigu all the 
articles of Popery, a Mahometan ſubſcribe the whole 
Chriſtian Faith. It is impoſlible to. know what a man is 
by what he ſays ; promiſes, declarations, ſubſcribtions, 
becomes a mere thread of tow. You cannot be ignor- 
ant of the King's declaration, at the herd of the thiny- 

| nie 
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nine artie'es ; I inſiſt on your repeating the ſubſtance of 
it. 
P. © The King being Defender of the Faith, and ſu- 
preme Governor of the Church, holding it molt agree- 
able to his office, to maintain the Church in Unity and 
Peace, has, with the advice of ſuch Biſhops as could be 
called together, thought fit to ratify and confum the Ac- 
ticles of the Church of Englaud ; requiring all his ſub- 
je cis to continue in the uniform profeſſion thereof, and 
prohibiting the lea Difference from thoſe Articles; or that 
any man ſhould either print or preach, to draw the arücle 
alide, but that he ſubmit to the plain and full meaning 
thereof, and not to put his own ſenſe or comment to be 
the meaning of the Article, but take it in the literal and 
grammatical ſenſe,” =” 
D. I ſee you remember it: yet you can defend preach- 
ing contrary to the Articles, and ſay you ſigned in a ſenſe 
of your own. What a ſtretch of Hypocriſy! A fine 
example to the flock, : 
P. Be as ſevere as you pleafe ; and whether IL did 
right or wrong, and whether my doꝶtrine be new or old, 
I am ſure it is the truth. 1 
D. As for your docttine being true, you muſt again 
bear io hear me declare it, a moſt dangerous falſhood. 
You err in the very fundamentals of religion, and how 
is it poſſible, that what you build on a foundation of 
ſand, ſhould be laſting. 
FP. If by the foundation you mean repentance, I am 
conhdent that I am clear, and that you are to be blamed 
for yout heavy and falſe aſperſions, I always preach 
repentance at the four ſeaſons of the year, Chriſlmas; 
Eaſter, Ec. to remind people of their duty, to prepare 
for death and judgment, to leave off ſinning, and ſeri - 
outly to think of the defign of our Saviour's being born, 
ſultering, and riſing again for us miſerable ſinners ; that 
they may duly conſider his exceeding great love, come 
guy prepared to the Lord's Table, and worthily panake 
of that divine ordinance, thereby to obtain pardon of 
their ſins, and joyfully to be received into glory when 
they depart this life: yes, Sir, I have thouſands to bear 
witneſs. to the truth of what J ſay. Alſo the many fer- 
mons I preach-againſt ſwearing, drunkenneſs, debauchery, 
x Sabbath- 
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Sabbath-breaking, theſt, covetouſneſs, deceit, and word- 


ly deſires, which many of the congregation can reflect 
en with pleaſure. Therefore I hope you will own your 
heavy and unchriſtian charge is falſe, and only the effect 
of pride and ill-will; probably becauſe I have the learned 
and noble on my fide, and you are become a mere bye- 
word. Therefore as you have given me liberty to ſpeak 
my mind freely, L apprehend this to be the cauſe of 
your diforder. | 

D. I am exceeding glad to hear you ſpeak out. | 
hope we ſhall bring things to a happy iſſue before long, 
Permit me then to tell you frankly, that your very man- 
ner of preaching repentance, and crying ont againſt fin, 
avails nothing. What you have hitherto done will not 


abide the teſt ; for the fire ſhall try every man g work, and 
make it manife/iz. Your hearers are neither changed in 


heart, nor reformed in life; ſuch as were finners, are 
finners ſtill, and every evil-doer goes dn as he did be- 
fore. In one and the fame ſermon you ſpeak againſt fin 
and ſinners, and inform them if they die in au impeni- 
rent ſtate, that they die eternally ; then, before you con- 
clude, you preach them all to Heaven: We Chiilk- 
ans, and we Believers, * you cry; and ** Brethern, 
U hope better things concerning zou, and things that 
** accompany Salvalion; when at the fame time fin is 
gaining ground daily, and you muſt know, that your 
preaching is one great cauſe of it. You tell them, that 
large allpwances are to be made for breach of duty ; that 
God is merciful ; that he will accept of moderate de- 
grees of obedience, and that a very little progreſs in vir- 


tue is ſulkcient, But what would our Reformers ſay to 


this! And what would the old Prophets ſay ? Read 


Fer. xxiii. and tremble, 


P. So then, all my crying ont againſt Sin, inſtruct- 
ing the people in their duty, and preaching morality, 


goes for nothing. Be fo kind to inform me what 9 


apprehend to be the beſt method to reclaim ſinners, and 
how the right foundation is io be laid. | 
D. 1 am quite ready; but whenever I ſpeak, it will 
furely ſtir vp the enemies of God againſt me; and your 
own poor heart, my dear P:pit, will be full of rage; 


you 


1. 1Cor. iv. 13. 
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you will be ready to gnaſh with your teeth. Beſides, ſhould 
you reject it, great will be your condemnation : he that 
knew his Maſter's will, and did it not, was beaten with 
many flripes1. | 

P. Why do you keep me in ſuſpence? I am deter- 
mined to hear it. . 

D. Then, if you would ſpeak es the Oracles of Cod g. 
ery aloud, and ſpare not: Lift up thy voice like a trumpet 
(faith the Prophet), and ſhew my people their trang eſſions, 
and the houſe of F1cob their ſins 3 : Tell them the wrath of 
God is revealed Frou heaven againſt all ungodlineſs a .d un- 
righteor.ſneſs of men 4. That God will bring every work into 
judgment. with every ſecret thing, whether it be guod or evils, 
Tirat whatſoever 4 man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reapb. And 


dom of henden); Tell them, that by nature we are child- 
ren of wrat#$, and as helpleſs as we are guilty : no more 
able to deliver ourſelves from the dominion of fin, than 
the Ethiopian to change his /kin, or the Leopard his fpotsg. 
Tell them that, however moral and virtuous, they muſt 
be born again as well as the worſt of others, -or not ſee the 
kingdom of God 10. They muſt put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs11. Tell 
them that while they are in a ſtate of nature, and not 
renewed in the ſpirit of their mind 12, they are expoſed to 
everlaſting ruin, without a way to eſcape ; that their doom 
is forever fixed, unleſs their condition on earth be quite 
altered. If any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt he. is none 
of his13. If we do not feel the power of Chriſt in our 
hearts; if we are not waſhed ſrom the guilt of fin by his 
blood, and delivered fiom the dominion of it by his ſpirit 
dwelling in us, fo that we truly experience @ death unto 
Jin, and à new birth unto righteouſneſs 14, his dying and 
riling again avails us nothing. Tell all impenitent fin- 
ners they are going to hell together, and that every foul 
of then will periſh if they repent not ; tell them they are 
blind, and ſee not where they are going; tell them.they 
are 
1 Luke xii. 47, 48. 2 1 Pet. iv. 11. 
3 Haiah lvii. 1. 4 Rom. i. 18. 5 Ecc. xit. 14. 
b Gal. vi. 7. 7 Matth. vii. 21. 8 Eph. ii. 3. 
9 Jer, xiii. 23. 10 John iii. 2. 11 Eph. iv. 24. 
12 Eph, iv. 25. 13 Rom, vii. 9g. 14 Gatechilm, 


not every one that ſaith, Lord. Lord, ſhall enter inte the king- - 
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are enemies to God, and hate his ways and people, bum 


are true ſlaves to fin and ſatan ; tell them they are dead 
to God and all goodneſs : Yea, tell them, that by aQual 
and original tranſgieſſion, they have brougdt upon them- 
ſelves his eurſe and condemuation : Tell them it is not 
all they can do, will ſave them from everlaſting wrath; 
If they get uot an intereſt in CHIIsr, they muſt be con- 
fumcd tor ever. 

F. Mercy upon us! It is all enthufiaſm , and enough 
to diſtiact and drive people mad, and make them deſpair, 
Indeed, Mr. Reading Deſk, if this be your method of te- 
claiming ſinners, an right way of laying the foundation, 
I neither believe, nor will I preach it L muſt ingenu- 
ouſly tell you, I cannot let ſuch odd notions and un- 
— expreſſions paſs, without thoroughly weighing 

em. 


D. As falſe or frightful as it may feem to you, 


every word I have ſpoken is the real truth. I know 
you are ever afraid of my driving the congregation into 
deſpair ; and I am cqually afraid of your leaving them 
to periſh in their ſins, e only deſpair I can biin 
upon them by ſound doQrine, is that of being favel 


whilſt they continue iu sin; a deſpair of God's faithful. 


word proving falſe ;. or that he will ſuffer himſelf to be 
mocked, But the deſpair: you lead them to, is that 
which ends in gnaſhing of teeth, weeping and wailing, 
without hope, to all eternity. And what madneſs is like 


this? The frenzy and diſtraction of ſetting the Al- 


mighty at dehance, daring him to his face, by the wil- 
ful breach of his righteous law? What delufion like 
ſaying in your hearts, God will not do as he has threat- 
ened, he — not intend to execute what he has ſpoken 
by Crit, the apoſiles, &e. This is madneis, indeed! 
——To fow to the fleſh, and hope to reap to the ſpiriti; 
to walk the broad way to hell, and hope it will lead to 
Heaven; to deny the werd of t1uth, and make Chris a 
liar; to hope to deceive God, or find he was not in 
earneſt when he ſpake, but that the unrighteous ſhall, after 
all, :nherit the kingdom 2; Or, if you believe the ſcriptures, 
what is equal to the diſtraction of knowing theſe things 
to 
1 Gal. vi. 8. 2 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal, v. 19. 21. 
Eph. v. 5. 
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to be true, and yet, for the baſe pleaſures of fin, a few 


moments of wicked indulgence, to go headlong to never 
ending torments! This is, ſurely, the greateſt of all 
folly, error, deceit, and deluſion under Heaven.” You' 
were pleaſed, at the firſt of our converſation, to inti- 
mate a moſt cordial affeQion for me, to be interefted in 
the behalf of my health, and to expreſs your thoughts 
of my importance in very high terms. But, alas! I Was 
well aſſured they were mere words, and that no one 
could have me in greater contempt than yourſelf. | 
P. Waving this; I maſt have flilt farther proot, or I 
cannot believe. | | 
D. Turn then to the Office of Baptiſm : there I inſtruct 
the congregation, ** That ail men are conceived and born' 
© in fin. and that our Saviour Chiift faith, none can 
enter into the kingdom of Ged, except he be regene- ' 
rate and bon a-new of water and the ſpirit.” And 
farther you ſee what care I take in the: Catechiſm to 
inform the child in its earheſt days, That all men are 
„ born in fin, and are children of wrath.' And in the 
gth Article | tcach, Original fin is the fault and corrup-" - 
* tion ot the nature of every man, whereby man is very 
far gone from original righteouſneſs, and is of his own ' 
{© nature inclined to evil; which in every man deſerv- 
eth God's wrath and damnation.” Alſo in the Com- 
munion (read every A/h-Wedneſday,) ** Curſed are all 
the unmerciful, fornicators, adultereis, eovetous 
„ perſons, idolators, ſlanderers, drunkards, and ex- 
'* tortioners: and all the people ſhall ſay Amen.“ 
And iu the following exhortation: Seeing that all are 
* accurſed, as the Prophet David beareth witneſs, who 
err and go aſtry from the commandments of God, let 
us, remembring the dreadful judgment hanging over 
our heads, and ready to fall upon us, return unto out 
„Lord God, &c.” And in the Litany, **' From thy 
*« wrath, and-everlaſling damnation, good Lord deliver 
Tus. See alſo the ſecond part of the Homily on the 
miſery of man: Thus we have heard how evil we be of 
'* ourſelves, how of ourlelves we- have no goodneſs, 
help, or ſalvation, but otherwiſe fin, damnation, and 
death everlaſting; which, if we deeply weigh and 
'* conſider, we fball better underſtand the great _ 
| 0 
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©.of God, and how our ſalvation cometh only by Cini; 
© for we can do nothing of ourſelves,” whereby we may 
* be delivered from this miſerable captivity into which) 
« we are caſt, by breaking of God's commandments in 
aur firft parent, Adam. We are all become - unclean, 
«© but we are not able to cleanſe ourſelves, We are by 
nature children of wrath, but we are not able to make 
s ourſelves children of glory. We are ſheep that tun 
© aftray, ba we cannot, of our own power, come again 
© to the ſheep - fold. Do you allow this to be proof 24 
Or do you ſo much as believe one word oſit? . ; 

P. Is this all the proof you can bring? 
D. No: Homily the firſt on the Nativity ſaith, **The 
« 61ſt man, through giving ear to the Devil, as before 
« he was bleſſed, fo now he was accurſed ; inſtead of 
the image of God, he was now the image of the Devil; 
« inſtead of the citizen of Heaven, he is the band-flave of 
« Hell, having no one part of his —7 bi but 
being altogether ſpotted and defiled; inſomuch that he 
«+ ſeemed to be nothing elſe bat a lump of fin. This, 
«+ if it had only reſted on Adam, might better have been 
© borne; but it fell alſo upon all his poſterity for erer, ſo 
« that the whole brood of Adam's fleſh ſuſtained the“ 
«« ſelf-ſaine fall and puniſhment.” Sir, do you believe 

this? 5 

P. If you have any thing more, let me hear it. 

D. In the firſt Homily for Good -Friday, I read, If 
% fin rule in us, then is God departed from us; then 
% hath the Devil dominion in us; and if in ſuek 
„ miſerable ſtate we die, we ſhall not rife to life.” Alſo 
the next Homily: ** The firſt man Adam, by eating: 
ok the forbidden tree, purchaſed thereby, not only 
to himſelf, but alſo to his poſterity for ever, the juſt 
* indignation of God, who, according to his firſt ſen- 
** tence, condemned both him and his, to everlaſting 
death, both of body and ſoul. I fear you do not 
believe a ſyllable of it? Surely thoſe that repreſented 
you, at baptiſm, miftook ; and when they were aſked: 
whether they believed the Articles of the Creed, inftead+| | 
of ſaying, I fiedfaſily believe, they cried out, I renounce+| | 
them all! You are pleaſed, indeed, to tell me, it is all | 
enthuſiaſm, Certainly - then, in repeating your Cate-"| | 
| chm 
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chiſm, inſtead of intending to do as was promiſed for 
von, nothing came into your mind but followiug ve 
Devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
World, and the ſenful lifls of the fleſh; aud therefore you 
ſaid, Yes, verily ; and fo I will, Aud in truth, ſo you 
have. | 

P. I beg pardou for iuterrupting you. As for the 
Homilies, there is not much learning in them; they are 
grown obſolcte, and none of our great men have any 
veneration for them now. This generation is grown 
more polite, our knowledge more refined, our language 
better. They ſuited that dulueſs and ignorance of tlie 
times in which they were wrote; but they will not go 
down iu this enlighteued age. 

D. So then, while you have been increaſiug in know- 
lelge, and rehuing your lauguage, you have ſunted your 
divigity to the taſte of the times, and very dextrouſly 

erverted the dodttriue you profeſs, putting darkzeſs for 
leit. and light for darkneſ51, and very faidly made a jclt 
of what you ſolemnly {ubſciibed. You are pleaſed w 
ſay, the learned have little veneration for the Homilics : 
but you miſtake : I could produce late, as well as former 
inſtances, of many wife and eminent men, both for lewn- 
ing and piety, who have had the homilies in great 
eſteem. Who more learned than Archbiſhop Uſer, 
Biſhop Beveridge, * &c. and theſe both expericn- 
ced and preached this doQtrine, as you may ſee by their 
writings. Thus Biſhop Reynolds, a true ſon of the 
church, in his ſermon on the ſinſulneſs of ſin: Look 
into your heart, and you ſhall fnd a very hell of un- 
cleauneſs, full of deep and unſearchable wickedneſs, ſull 
of hardneſs ; no fins, no judgments, no mercies, uo al- 
jure meuts, no hope, fear, promiſes, inflructions, able 
to flartle, awaken, melt, or ſhape it to a better inage, 
without the immediate omnipotency of that God, who 
melts the mountains, and turns ſlones into the 
ſons of Abraham.” Alſo Biſhop Wikkins, another t1uc 
ſon, heartily agrees with the former, ſaying, ** All the 
- pravity and baſeneſs which fill up every part and power 
upon us, are but effuſions of oar' original corruption; 
What a world of miſchief is there in our ſcycral parts, 
B ' _ 

1 laiah, v. 20. 


( 24-3 
our wills and «a Gions, our tongues and eyes! yet theſe 
are but as little rivulets; the fountain, or rather the ſea, 


that feeds them, is our corrupt nature. I believe 
{Haith Beceridge) * that I was conceived in ſin and brought 


forth in iniquity, aud that ever fince I have been con- 


ceiving miſchief, and bringing forth vanity. 
But why ſo much fireſs on human learning? If you 
Pleaſe turn to the Homily on reading the Scripture : **Man's 


human wifdom, faith St. Chryſe/iom, is not needful to 
the underflanding of the Scripture, but the Revelation 


of the Holy'Ghoſt, who inſpireth the true meaning into 


them, who, with homility and diligence, ſearch for it.“ 
Alſo in the Homily on Whitſuntide, a memorable paſſage 
is inſerted, of * a certain wiſe philoſopher, who being 
an extreme adveiſary to Chriſt and his doctrine, could 
not be converted to the faith, but was able to withſtand 
all the arguments that could be brought againſt him : 
At length there ſlarted up a poor ſimple man, one that 
was reported an ideot. The biſtops and learned men 
{arding by, were marveliouſly abaſhed, thinking they 
mould all be put to open flame. But he brought the 
} hiloſopher to ſuch a point in the eud, contrary to all 


men's expectation, that he could not but acknowledge 


the power of God in his word, and gave place to the 
umb: And farther, ſays the Homily, ** Was not this 
4 miraculous work, that a filly ſoul, of no learning, 
mould do that which many biſhops of great underſiand- 
ing were never able to briug to paſs ?” 
P. 1 muſt have more than human authority. Can you 
prove your Homilies, &c. from Scripture ? | 
D. I commend yon for receiving nothing without di- 
rine teflimony : but I fear you require farther evidence 
with no better deſign than to evade the truth, and trifle 
with the ſubject. Firfl then, St, John ſaith, The whole 
world licth in wickedncſs 6, and St. Paul beareth the like 
refiimony, there is none righteous, no not oue. All have fin- 
ned, and come ſhort of tue gloryof God 2; And again, by one 
man's diſobedience many were made ſinuers 3. And the 
Plalmiſt aſſerts, that he was hapen in iniquity, and in ſen did 
his mother conceive im 4. Again, the imagination dy 
rt 
6 1 Jolin v. 19. 2 Rom. iii. 10, 12, 23. 
3 Rom. v. 19. 4 Pal. li. 5. 
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heart is evil from his youth 1. The heait is deceitful above al 
things, and deſperatel; wicked 2. Alſo, they hated knowledge, 
and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord. They would none _ 
counſel. They deſpiſed ail my rej roof 3. They refuſed lo 
hearken, aud prlled away the ſhoulder, and fiopped their ears 
that they ſhould not hear : Yea, they made their heatt as an ada- 
mant-flone. leſl they ſhould hear the law, and the words 
which the Lord of Hoſts hath ſent in his ſpirit 4. And what 
is more dreadful, their ſoul abhorred Ged 5, They reoice to 
do evil, and delight in the frowardneſs of the wicked 6, And 
the God of this world hath Ulinded their minds 7. Dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins, Children of wrath 8. Captices of the 
devil 9. Children of the devil; for he that commilleth ſin 
is of the devil 10. 

P. Will you undertake to bring ſcripture proof, that 
human literature is not necdful for the attainment of di- 
vine knowledge, and for teaching the truths of 1eligion ? 

D. If I prove it from a thouſand ſcriptures, I am per- 
ſuaded you will not believe. I read that the prophet 
Eliſha was called to the miniſtty when following the 
plough 11. That 4mos was au herdfman, and the Lord 
took him as he followed the flock, and ſaid, Go, prophecy 
unto my people Iſrael 12. David, tho taken from: the. ſheep 
fold 13, became the great compoſer of the book of 
Plalms. And when Chriſt called twelve to be his apoſtles, 
he did not go to the ſeminaries of learning, but choſe igno- 
rant hſhermen, that the pride of man might be mortified. 
For not many wiſe, not many mighty, not many noble are call- 
ed: Bit God hath choſen the foolyſh things of the world to con- 

fornd the wiſe, and things which are deſpiſed, and things which 
are nel, to bring to naught things that are 14; Our holy 

Lord glorifics his Father, that he had hid theſe lings from 
thoſe the world efteemed wiſe and prudent, and, had re- 
vealed them to babes perſons that were accounted as no- 
thing. Yet we allow, that learn ing is uſeful in its place, 
if attended with divine grace, if ſubſervient io the truth of 

B 2 ; Cod, 

1 Gen, viit. 21. 2 Jer. xvii. 9. 3 Prov. i. 29, 30. 

4 Zech. vii. 11, 12. 5 xi. 8. .b Prov. ii. 14. 

7 2 Cor. iv. 4. 8 Eph. ii, 1,2, 3. 92 lim. ii. 26. 
10 1 John iii. 8. 11 1 Kings xix. 19. 12 Amos vii 14. 
13 Plal. Ixxviii. 70, 14 1 Cor. i. 29, 28. 

15 Match. xi. 23. f 
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God, and if made to fubmit to the ſaith of the goſpel. 


P. Some have, indeed, great veneration for the Fa. 
thers : but for my part, I have not. I prefer theautho. 
rity of later times, and depend moſt on the judgment of 
modern anthors; as there muft have been opportunity, 
{ince the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, for revifmg the ſenti- 
ments of the ancients. If you could produce great and 
good men. near io our own times, who have eſpouſed 
your opinions, and have ſuffered for what they main- 
rained, to cut the matter ſhort, I would then give up eve- 
ry objection. 

D. So now you defert the authority of ſcripture, and 
require farther evidence. Ithough yon fled to Revela- 
tion only to eſcape conviction. As for great and holy 
men, fince the Primitive Fathers, that have borne their 
teſtimony to my doctrine, what were all the Reyounexs, 
in this, and other countries ? Biſhop Cranmer, Latimer, 
Saunders, Jewel, Ridley, Hooper, Ferrars, Philþot, and di- 
"ers others of our own clergy, as well as lany ſealed the 
th of it with their blood. The book of Homilies was 
compiled by feveral of theſe venerable martyis, and the 
{me was eſtabliſhed by law, with the Lituigy, Church 
Catechiſm. Ke. which every one admitted to holy orders 
vas to ſubſcribe, and both preach and live agreeable 
hereto 1. And if any were ordained who had not pitts 
for preaching 2, that ſuch ſhould read a Homily after 
morning prayer, to drive away ungodly hving, and poi- 
Hnous doctriue, tending to ſuperſtition and idolatry. Ma- 
ny ſubſcribed, and heartily embraced the doctrine of the 
church, and by their lives glorited God, being inſtru- 
ments of converting others, who afterwards bore the trial 
of their faith by hre and faggot: To inflance only one 
Joln Bainkam, who, when the flames had half conſumed 
him, cried out, O! ye Papiſts, ye look for miracles! 
© here now you fee a miracle, for in this fire 1 feel no 

more pain than if I were ou a bed of down ; yea, it is 
to me as a bed of roſes. 

And now, alter all your pretended regard for facred 
writ, do not you think the word of Gov is a ſtale, unpo- 
liſhed piece of antiquity? Are you not quite weary of it? 
tear you ſludy it very little. Some of my true ſons * 

uc 


1 Preface to the Homilies. 2 lbid. 
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fach veneration for it, that they have read it upon their 
knees. But are you not ready to wiſh, with the Papiſts, 
that it were even locked up ? | know you ſeldom quote 
any awakening tezts, but chuſe rather to introduce un- 
profitable paſſages from Plats, Epifetus, Seneca, and other 
Heathen writers, leaying the congregation deſtitute of 
true knowledge, | 

P. You bear very hard on me for a word I let drop: 
concerning the Homilies. 

D. Say rather, for & wr of ſcriptare, and for re- 
nouncing Articles, Homilies, Liturgy, and every tenet that 
is maintained by the church; all which you pretended to 
believe, And now, what if you could prove every. part 
of my office to be falſe ? ſtill f argument is in full force 
againſt you; ſeeing you profeſſed, ſubſcribed, and pretend 
{till to adhere, Certainly you are obliged either to be 
faithful, and abide by your ſeveral declarations ; or elſe, 
to give notice that you intend to prevaricate and deceive. 
But alas ! you have always deceived me, and do ro more 
now than you have done from the beginniug. - For hrſt, 
you broke your baptiſmal vow, which bound you to be- 
lieve all the Articles of the Criſtian Faith: Then you 
deceived me in your Catechiſm, ſaying you would do as 
your ſurcties had engaged : Then, in Confirmation you 
broke with me the third time, telling me you would. 
renew your ſolemn promiſe : And, lalily, in Ordination, 
you uſe me worſe than ever. | 2 

P. | hope this is all you have to lay to my charge. 

D. Indeed you are miſtaken : | have a great deal 
more, and taat of the Jaſt moment. You preach that 
mau has it in his own power to turn to God, and recon- 
cile himſelf to his favour ; that there is in him from na- 
ture, a power to work righteouſneſs ; or, at leaſt, that 
it we do what we can, Chriſt will then pateh up the reſt. 
Beſides, you extol the fallen creature to the very heavens 
with his * dignity and rectitude,“ aad l know not what. 
He comes into the world, you ſay, as a ſheet of white 
paper, and 1s capable of any impreſſion, goo4 or evil. 
How contrary from what I have quoted from the Homi- 
hes 1, and from what teach in the daily Cofcſſion,--- - 
at there is xo health in us? and in the Tenth Article, 
** that we have xo power io do good works, pleaſing or- 
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1 
acceptable to God, without the grace of God by CAriſt? 
And farther, that even when the will to do good iwput 
into us by Grace, the ſame holy {ſpirit muſt ſtill aſſiſt. 
avd give us the power to do that which is acceptable to 
find. Now, Mr. P. do you believe, or renounce it all ? 
(ive me a plain anſwer. 
HP. I am not obliged to tell you more thau I chnſe. 


D. But you are obliged to at uprightly. As for the 


powers, and abilities yon contend for, I do for ever 
maintain, that they are not to be aſcribed to man, but 
„od; not to be ſound in nature, but in grace; and there- 


| ore; I teach all men to pray, Almighty God, who ſeef 


at we have x0 rower fo help ourſelves, keep us, Ke 2. 

| own that all men may have power. and only deny its 
being from themſelves. Chiift is the true light that lighteth 
ru MAN that cometh into the world 3 Their condem- 
„ation will not be that they were without holineſs by 
a/ure, but that they rejected the grace by which they 
might have been regenerated and born again. We would 
hare lealed Balylon (ſaith God) but ſhe is not healed 4. Grace, 
mercy, peace, pardon, Power, and ſalvation are tender- 
ed to all; and their condemnation is that they will not 


accept them. But from nature man has neither Power, 


wiſdom, goodneſs, nor inclination, to what is right. The 
preparation of the heart in man is from the Lord 5, and the 
way of man ts nct in himſelf ; it is not in man that walketh to 
eiref1 his ſteps G. It is God that worketh in us to will and to 
do of his good feaſure . Therefore ſaith the apoſtle, 
work out your falvation with fear, trembling + That is, as it 
is God you are concerned with, and by your own power 
yon cannot attain righieouſneſs, fear therefore to offend, 
or trifle with the Almighty; be all attention to his voice, 


and obedience io his ſpirit ; for if xe forſake you, there 


is no other Help. And, theretore the Pfalmift cries, 
Lord, hold up my goings in thy paths that my footſieþs flip not 8. 
Make me to go in the path of thy commandments, and incline my 


heart unto thy tr flimonies g. 0 
P. 


2 Collect for ſecond Sunday in Lent, fourth Sunday ; 


in Advent, and ninth, eleventh, thirtecuth, and nine- 


teenth Sundays after Trinny. 3 John i. 9. 4 Jer. Ii. g. 
5 Prov. xvii. 1. 6 Jerem. x. 23. 7 Phil. ii. 13. 
$ Pfal. xvii. 5. 9 Plal. cxix. 35, 36. 
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P. I never expected to have been ſo catechiſed. But 
now you can have no more to object. - 
D. Indeed your failings are more numerous than yow 
imagine. | farther charge you with this, that whilſt you 
make light of that Nrictneſs which the goſpel indiſpenſi- 
bly requires, you exalt every little heathen virtue to the 
pitch of uruHr. A blind Papiſt is conſiſte ut with him- 
ſelf, in making his alms-deeds, and outward works meri- 
torious : but you ſay, you do not truſt in your works, 
and yet the whole tendency of your preaching leads to 
nothing elſe. How often do you quiet the conſcience 
with ſaying, **+ Come to church, live honeſtly among 
your neighbours, &e. and you need not fear going to hea- 
ven.” To mention a late inflance, of a prophane perſon 
who was taken ill, and upon the approach of death, his 
friends fent for my brother Pulbit io pray by him; 
Well. John. (aich he) I hear you have Ae a vcry 
honefl man. Les, fir, I thank God, never did auy 
body harm in all my life 1. So Joln gets a few prayers 
and the Sacrament, without any further examination; 
and this, like a Popiſh abſolution, vas to be his paſſport 
for heaven! Therefore through your conduct, and the 
1grorance of the congregation, every ignoramus is ready to 
calt unjuſt reflections upon me; for one had the aſſu- 
rance the other day to ſtand upon the market croſs, and 
cry, ** I publiſh the banns of marriage between the Church of 
England and the Church of Rome; if any perſon can ſhew 
cauſe 
1 Of theſe we can, at beſt, ſay no more, than that their 
war is with heaven, if not with earth; and their rebel- 
lion againfl God, if againſt none beſide. Their mouths 
are often full of oaths; they prophane the name, and 
day, of him that made them; wallow, like beaſts, in 
drunkenneſs, and ſhameful ſpewing is on their glory, Hab. ii. 
16. And though God faith, lis delight was in curſing, 
aud it ſhall happen unto him, Pſalm cix. 17, 18. and de- 
nounceth a woe to the drunkards of Ephraim, Iſ. xxviii, 3. 
Zech. i. 5. yet my brother Pulpit does not always own 
this courle of life to be ſo very bad, or ſee any great need 
of exhorting men to flee from the wrath to come: And 
therefore, neglectiug to warn in the time of life, it is al- 
ways to be expected, that ſuch will deſert, or deceive, at 
the hour of death. 2 caule 
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eauſe or impediment why ilieſe may not lawfully be join 
ed together, let them now ſpeak, or for ever be ſilent. 
Immediately another. flarts up, aud ſays, ** I forbid the 
banns. Says the former, Sir, I infiſt that you ſhew 
your reaſons. Well, replied the other, have pa- 
tience, and 1 will tell yon: They are too near of kin: 
and if this will not ſatisfy you, Iwill deſcend to particu- 
lars. This woeful doctrine of merit has ruined thou- 
ſands of ſouls, is the bane of all true religion, and one of 
the great marks that demonſtrate the Pope to be Auri- 
enntsr. How contrary is ſuch preaching to God's 
word, and to what I teach in the Communion! ** We 
do not preſume to come to this thy table, truſting in our 
own righteouſneſs, but in thy manifold and great mercies.” 
When yon have dane all thoſe things which ate com- 
manded, faith Chriſt, ſay, we are unprofitable ſervants 2. 
P. So you have undertaken, in the firſt place, to ſhew, 
from the church, that all men are undone by original as 
well as actual fin ; ſecondly, you call in che authority of 
God's word, to prove that all by nature are in a flate of | 
condemnation ; thirdly, you ſay, that man hath no 
power of his own to return to God; fourthly, that he 
can merit nothing by all he can do. I do not underſtand, 
| nor reliſh this kind of doQrine. I think a man muſt be 
| beſide himſelf, to believe it. 
* D. Sol verily thought, you did not believe one word 
ol what yon profeſled ; —. this occafioned me to urge it, 
ſo home, and frequently upon you. But I have ſuffici- 
_ ently cleared my ſelf from the accuſation of delirium, and 
every other diſorder you are pleafed to.impute to me. If 
you, on your part, are as clear of what ſeems to lie a- 
1 gainſt yourſelf, it is well. Not that you are in the leaft 
| danger of being diſtracted with pure and undefiled. religion, 
I or of paying too high a regard to ſacred writ, or ol be- 
| 


coming truly wiſe, and ufeful ; but Rill, you are not out 
of the reach of other evils, which may overtake you be. 

fore you are aware. Some men's ſins go before to judgment 3. 
*J Wickedneſs is often puniſhed in this liſe, with horror and 
q deſpair,---the foretaſte of deſtruction: Some are defirozed 
4 Jor lack of knowledge 4, Others, are blind; and taking on 
| be 5 them 


2 Luke xvij. 10. 3 1 Tim. v. 24. 4 Hol, iv. 6. 
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them to lead the Mnd, bath fall into the ditch 5. Sir, let me 
intreat you to take warning in time. If you ever defig 
to be convinced, let it be now, leſt you bring Your, 
and others, into the lace of torment ! þ 4.4 

P. It bchoves yon to give the higheft proof that the 
method you take be 2 right. 

D. Lam ready to deſcribe the method I take with 
awakened, ſelf- condemned finners, that feel their loft 
eftate. I grant, if I were to leave the broken and con- 
trite heart, withom pointing out the remedy, I ſhould 
be a miſetable teacher, and you might well complain. 
A phyfician that meets with a body full of diftempers, ' 
preſcribes ſearching medicines before he gives cordials ; 
and the ſkilful huſbandman bie aks up the fallow-ground 
before he ſows the ſeed. But your falle and fuperficial 
method reforms nothing, nor ſo much as prepares for 
any thing good, either in heart or life : The wicked are 
wicked flill; the proud, wordly, and prophane, con- 
tinue to be the ſame, or grow worſe, Whereas every 
wiſe maſter-builder, every faithful meſſenger of God, cries 
aloud, like the Bap/ift in the wilderneſs, and alarms the 
conſciences of ſinners, in orfler to prepare the way of the 
Lord 1. Therefore when they are truly wrought upon 
by the doQrine I teach, experience the truth of what I 
have laid down, ſee the depravity of their fallen nature, 
bewail the ſinfulneſs of their whole lives, then only are 
they to be deemed meet for the promiſes of the Gofpel. 

P. Then it ſeems the only way to peace, is through 

ſorrow and diſtreſs, | 
D. Therefore godly ſorrow 3: for whilſt they are in a 
ſtate of unbelief, labouring under the terror of an awak- 
ened confcience, ſorrows encompaſs them about, till 
Chriſt is revealed in them, and their finz are waſhed 
away through faith in his blood. They ſee that God is 
offended, the law broken, and coutcience defiled ; 
Scripture therefore condemns, juſtice demands fatisfac- 
tion, and the promiſes of falyation only aggravate their 
tuilt, ſeeing they have lighted the olfers of mercy, been 
deaf to the loudeſt calls, neglected every means and op- 
portunity of ſalvation : Theſe all, therefore unite 4 
ther 
5 Math. xv. 14. - 1 Matth. iii. 2. 3. 

3 2 Cor. vii. 10. | 
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ther to * and terriſy. For if he that deſpiſed Moſes: 


au, died - without merey, of how: much so (puniſhment 
all he 1 thought wort, whe das done deſpite to the ſpirit of 
grace 8 

At ſuch a ſeaſon they are al alarmed, Paſt AAi- 
ons ſtare them in the ſace; tranſgrefions are brought to 
remembrance ; pride, diſubedience,  unbelief, love of 
the world, contempt of God and his holy word, appear 
in their true light: Sin ſeems unpardonable, ruin un- 


. avoidable, and they are ready to faint under the infut- 
ſerable load. Inbred corruption weighs heavy, wicked 


habits are as fetters of ion, evil defires like a priſon of 
hewn ſtone, which cannot be broken; temptations 


break in on every fide, diſtradtion from friends and 


neighbours, who ſtrive to bring them back tothe cuſtoms 

ok the world, its ſin, and falſe ſecurity ; and if they re- 
turn to God, it muſt be through a ſtorm of en, 
and the contempt of them that know him not. 

++ The foul is now dark as well as helpleſs, withone 
light to diſcern, or power to perſorm ; very uneertain 
whether God will fave ſinners ſo defiled and loſt, fo 
nnable to believe that the Son of Man gave his life a ranſom 

For them 1 ; that he came not to call the righteous, but sin- 
NEKS to repentance 2. 

{+ Now they ſtrive to make their own peace, and would 
appeaſe God by promiſes, or by bringing vain oblations ; 
but after many fruitleſs attempts for reconciliation, and 
to cleanſe themſelves from pollutiou, they find that conſci- 
ence can only be purged by the L’ Chriſt 3; this 
being the fountain opened for fo and for uncleanneſs 4 ; that 
Cod accepts of nothing but rairn in the Lord Feſus:; 


that ruis is the work of God, that they a LEV on him whom 


he hath ſent 5 ; and that till they ſos all their righteouſneſs 
are as filthy rags 6, 

P. A ſtrange way to happiueſs; a way that few will 
ever approve of. | 

D, It is a way pointed out in Scripture, aud taught 


by me. L carneſtly exhort all to ** confeſs their fins 


— the face of Almighty God, with an humble, lowly, 
pemtent, 
8 Heb. x. 28. 29. 1 Match. x. 28. 2 Matth. ix. 13. 


Mark. ii. 17. Luke v. 32. 3 Feb. ix. 14. 


4 Zech. xiii, 1. 5 John vi. 29. 6.11. kxiv, 6. 
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1 
benitent, and obedient heart, to the end they may obtain 
forgiveneſs of the ſame 7; acknowledging that they 
have erred and ſtrayed like loſt ſheep, ' and that thete 
is xo health in them 8: imploring mercy as miſer- 
able offenders 1. Praying him pitifully to behold the 
ſorrows of their hearts 2. And that being tied and 
bound with the chain of their fins, the pitifulneſs of his 
great mercy may looſe ihem 3: The remembrance 
of their fins being g»ievous; the burden of them intolerable 4. 
Yet let them wait on the Lord, as David faith ; let them 
but wreſtle like Jacob, crying, I wid not let thee go unleſs 
thou bleſs me 5: Fho' ſorrow endure for a night, joy cometh 
in the morning 6, Indeed all that are truly of a broken 
and- contrite ſpirit, ever do, and ever will cry out thus 
to God for help. If any do not they are hardened through 
the dece'iſulneſs of fin 7,- and taken captive by the Devil at his 
will 8, For never did the marriner long with greater 
defire for the haven, the drowning man for the ſhore, 
or the parched ground for the early and latter rain, then 
a truly awakened foul for a Saviour: and whoever feels 
theſe defires, can never ceafe from crying out till the 
Deliverer come g 12 
P. According to you, this painful eftate is preferable 
to the quiet of thoſe who never felt ſuch heavy diſtreſs; 
D. Greatly to be preferred to the careleſs and deluded 
condition of many, whoſe falſe ſecurity is their defiruc- 
tion 10. Our Lord ſaith, bleſſed are they that mourn 113 * — 
e 
+ Exhortation, & e. for morning and evening ſervice. 
8 Such as join in this conſeſſion would do well io con- 
ſider it is to be made with an oszvrext heart, and not 
in ſuch wiſe as to return again to folly; Moreover, 
that they acknowledge their deblement by fin to be ſuch, 
that4they have no xzALTH in them, but are. Full of wounds 
and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores, II. i. 6. a body that is all 
- diſeaſe, even one complicated plague and fickneſs. If- 
they deny this, they mock God in uſing the words: to 
acknowledge it, is to prove the neceflity of that redemp- 
tion by Chriſt Jeſus, which has been deſcribed. 
1 Conſeſſion. 2 Litavy. 3 Prayers. 4 Commu- 
nion Confeſſion. 5 Gen. xxxii. 26. . 
7 Heb. iii. 13. 8 2 Tim. ii. 26. 9 I. lix. 2d. 
Rom. xi, 26. 10 See page 11 11 Matt. v. 4. 
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the wiſe man, It is better ta go to the houſe of mournings «1 
than to the houſe of feafling 7. There is ne peace, ſaith my 
God to the wicked 8. That they never felt godiy ſorrow; 


1 
4 


is no proof they are to be envied, or their caſe to be bre 
preferred to the penitent. The only: differeuce is, one on 
is in the (ure way to true peace; & other is deceived | 
by ſatau, fin, the noiſe, hutry, and trifles of a yain and fa 
ſhort life,---in danger of going on till it be too late to * 
recover. Aud beſides, to condemn this godly ſorrow, is a, 
to condemn ſcriptvgs, and my exhoxtation to make con- 
ſeſſion. And let me tell you, that our Reformers have 
gone the way I have deſcribed, and tell us plainly, that 
++ When men fed in themſelyes the heavy burden of fin, , 
and fee damuation to be the reward of it, and $chold with 4 
the eye of thetr mind the kherror of hell ; they tremble, they 
quake, and are inwardly touched with forrowfulneſs of 
heart for their offences, and cannot but accuſe themſelves, 
aud open their grief unto Almighty God, and call upon 
him for mercy. This being done ſerivufly, their mind 


is ſo occupied, partly with ſorrow aud heavineſs, partly 
with an earneſt deſire to be delivered from this dan- 
ger of hell and damnation, that all defire of meat and 
diink is laid afide, and they loath all worldly things, fo 
that they like nothing more, thau to weep, lament, 
mourn, and with — and behaviour of body, to ſhew 
themſelves weary of life g. 7 
P. Amazing ! Surely this doctrine has no foundation 
in ſcripture. | 5 
D. If fo, you ought not to have ſubſcribed to this doc- 
trine. But verily, the infpired writers expreſsly affirm 
it: Thus David, thine arrows flick faſt in me, and thy hand 
preſſeth me ſore. Mine iniguities are gone over mine head : 
as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. I have roared by 
reaſon of the diſquietneſi of my heart 1. Again, Innumerable 
evits have compaſſed me about, mine iniquities have taken hold | 
upon me, ſo that I am not able to look up : they are mare an, ! 


F ew EE COD aw ds ©G3£ an a 


_ the hairs of my head; therefore my heart faileth me 2. 


Thus Heman, Iam afflifted, and ready to die from youth ub: 
while I fuffer thy terrors I am diſtracted. Thy fierce wrath 
| Sobel 

7 Ecel. vii. 2. 8 II. lvii. 21. 9 Firſt Homily on, 
Faſting. 1 Pſal, xxxviii. 2, 3, 4, 8. 2 lb. xl. 12.13 
Ib li 1, 8, 9, 17. 3 


615 
goeth over me, thy terrors have cut me off 3. Thus the thre 


_ thouſand, when they were pricked in their heart, cried, min ant 


brethren, what ſhall we ? The Publican ſmote on his 
breaſt, ſaying; God 2 to me @ ſinner 35. The goaler 
eried out, what muſt I do to be ſaved 6. "The prodigal was 


; periſhing, and ſaid. I will ariſe and go to my Father, and 


ſay, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and before thee, and am 
no more worthy io be called thy ſon 7. A finner in this ſtate 
may be called a true penitent. 

F. It is a painful ſituation. How is it likelytoend? _ 
D. It is written, 4% and ye Hall receive ; ſeek and ye 
Hall find; knock and it ſhall be opened 8, He is nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart, and ſaveth fuck as be of a con- 

trite ſpirit g. 

#7 And i is there no other way to heaven? 

D. Na other way but what is found in the word of 
God: and what I have deſcribed is that kigh way, the 
way of holineſs 1. The Holy Ghoſt firſt convincet i of fin 2. 
and the ſoul being unenlightened, generally makes mauy 
hard, ineffectual efforts to deliver itſelf, and procure a 
righteouſneſs of its own ; but being baffled and tired oat 
by vain endeavours. and deſpairing of all help, Chriſt is 
then pleaſed to make their — the time and oc- 
caſion of drawing them to himſelf 3: and to theſe he 
gives power to become the ſons of God, even to as many as 
believe in his name 4 7 

P. Are you ſure this will be the happy iſſue of al 


that are thus kumbled before God, and feek his favour ? 


5D. When the wicked man turneth from his wickedneſs, he 
Jhall ſave his ſoul alive 5, Draw night to God, and he will 


dra nigh to you 6. Again, Let him take hold of my ſtrengti 


that he may make peace with me, and ke ſhall make peact wit' 


me 7. And how ſweetly, aud according to ſcripture, do 


1 mittiſter ſalvation to the loft ſheep of the houſe Iſrael ? For 
| while they are proſtrate before the Lord, I enjoin, in the 


* 


rubric, the miniſter to ariſe, and declare, not like my 


brother Pulpit, who, making light of fin, pronounces ab- 
GC folution 


z. bxxxviii. 15,16. 4 Ads ii. 37: 5 Luke xviii. 13. 


Adds xvi. 30. 7 Luke xv, 18, 19. 8 Mat. vii. 7. 
9 Pfal. xxxiv. 18. 1 If, xxxv. 8. 2 Jolin xvi. 8. 

Ib. xii. - 4 Chap. i. 12. 5 Ezck. xvii. 27. 
TI iv. 8. 7 I xxvl. 
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ſolution, and ſaſety to all the impeuitent that come with- 


n the ſound of his -voice, but to the poor in ſpirit, that 
He pardoneth all them that truly repent, and unfetgnedly 


believe his holy goſpel. And leſt the adverſary ſhould 
diſcourage the penitent by falſe-reaſoning and ' ſubtile 


temptation, to queſtion the truth of this doQrine, I prove 


it from the Creed. I believe in the forgiveneſs of Jins.” 
And from the Liturgy, ** Grant us thy peace. Give 
us that peace which the world cannot give 8. Cre- 
ate and make in us new aud contrite hearts, that we wor- 
thily lamenting our ſins, aud acknowledging our wretch- 


'edneſs, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, effect 


remiſſion and forgivengſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord g. 
Grant we beleech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful 
people pardon aud peace 10. Give him unfeigned re- 
pentence for all the errors of his life paſt, and ſtedfaſt 
faith in thy ſon Jeſus, that his ſius may be done away by 


thy mercy, and his pardon ſealed in heaven zerors uE 


GO HENCE and be no more ſcen 1. And from the Com- 


munion, **+ Almighty God, our heavenly Father, have 
mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your ſins, 
confirm and ſtrengthen you in all goodneſs, and bring 
you to everlaſting life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
++ Grant that by the merits and death ot thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, and through faith in his blood, we, and thy whole 
church, may obtain remiſſion of our fins, and all other be- 
-nehis of his paſſion?. And what a multitude of pro- 
miſes in the word of God is this doctiine grouuded upon, 
all given for the encouragement of the burdened penitent 
{inner ? Aud fiſt, from the mouth of our Lord,---The 
Son of Man is come to ſeek and. to ſave that which was loſt 2. 
Come unto me all ye that are weary, aud heavy laden, and I 
will give you re/i g. He that cometh unto me, I will in no 
wiſe caft out 4. Alſo David crieth out, Bleſs the Lord, O 
my Soul, who Forgiveil all thy ixiguities 5, St. Paul faith, 


In whom we have redemption, through his blood, the forgiveneſs _ | - 
0 


8 Sccond collect for evening prayer. 9 Collect for 
A/h-Wedneſday. 10 Iwenty-hiſt Sunday after Trinity, 
and wwenty-fourth to the ſame effect. 1 Vilitation of the 
lick. 2 Luke xix. 10. 3 Matt xi. 28. 4 John vi. 37. 
5 Pf. ciii. 1, 3. 


(27); 
of ſins 6. Aud St. John, I write unto you, becauſe your” 
ſins are forgiven 7. © droge 25 

P. But cannot a man have have pardon, and yet not 
know it ? Muſt we feel and be aſſured that our fins are for- 
ven, and that we are received into the favour of God ? © 
D. I ha ve long ſeen, that you do not believe me in my 
Articles, Crecds. Homilies, &c. nor do you underſtand the 
word of God; it you knew the one, or believed the 
other, you would not ſpeak thus, you greath err in all you 
ſay, becauſe you know not the ſcriptures, nor the power of 
God 8. His word is full of this doctrine. All the in- 
{pired writers, that ſpeak at alt of their experience, ſhew 
that they knew their fins forgiven, and that they had” 
ace with God g. 
* In the very nature of things it is abfurd, even impof- 
ſrble, to receive the grace, favour, and peace of God, and 
not to have ſome witneſs and aſſurance of it. If you had 
the clear light of reaſon, not to ſay, the leaft degree of 
divine illumination, yon could not argue againſt ii. Vet 
you are a maſter of IJſracl aud know not theſe things © 
Still „you connot think Faith implies aſſuranee of the 
love of God, of his being now reconciled to us, and hav- 
ing forgiven our ſins. - And this we freely confeſs, that 
if number of voices is to decide, we maſt give it up at 
once 1. You have all that know not God on your fide ; 
all that are withont God in the world 2; all that Irve in 
pleaſure, that love the world, that are carnally minded, 
that walk in the broad frequented road that leads to eter- 
nal death. All merely nominal Chiiſtians in every 
place, and the Nomiſi church one and all. Theſe laſt 
are ſo vehement in your deteuce, that the famed council 
of Trent accuxst all that believe to the contrary 3. 
But in oppoſition to Papiſts, hear what Proteſtant s* 
ſay ; and to purge you [elf from the prineiples of Rome. 
C2 | liſtens 
-6'Ephſ. i. 7. iv. 32. Col. i. 14. ii. 13. iii. 13. 
7 1 John 1. 9- ii. 12. Mark i. 4. Luke iii. 3 
xxiv. 47. Rom. iii. 25. 8 Matt, xxit. 29. 
of Pfal. xxxii. 1, 2, 3. li. 1, 2, 7, 9. ciii. 3. 
If. xii 1. Mic. vii. 18, 19. Adds iii. 19. v. 31. 
xiii 38. xxVv1. 18. Eph i. 7. Col. i. 14. ii. 13. 
1 John ii. 12. 1 Earneſt Appeal, by F. . p 28. 
2. Eph. i. 12. 3 Earneſt Appeal, p.28. 5 
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iiflen to the Church of England: Thou, O man, haſt 
received the body of Chrift. which was once broken, and 
his blood, which was ſhed for the remiſſion ot thy ſins. 
Thou haſt received his body to have within thee, the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft, to endow thee with grace, to 
comfort thee with their preſence, and to aſſure thee 10 
everlaſting bliſs 4. ' 

Now, ** Let every reaſonable man judge for himſelf, 
what is che ſenſe of our church, as to the nature of ſaving 
faith. Doth it not abundantly appear, that ſhe ſuppoſes. 


everyparlicular believer to be aſſured of the favour of God 5.* 


A guilly awakened conſcience is like a troubled ſea, when. 
it cannot reſt. There is no peace to the wicked 6. Such a 
Azte is hell upon earth; there is nothing but horror and 
deſpair. And cannot a man diſcover the differencee be- 
tween a rack, and lying at eaſe on his bed? Cana wound- 
ed conſcience be healed, and the man not be ſenſible of 


it? Can God ſpeak joy and peace to the ſoul, and che 


foul be a firanger to it 7?“ Can a man poſleſs health, 
riches, or any temporal ben fit, and not know what he 
enjoys? One great end of Chriſt's coming into the world 
was io give KNOWLEDGE of ſalbation io his 2 by the re 
miſſion of their ſins 8; and * if we can fcel ouiſelves. 
tied and bound wiih the chain of. fin, we muſt conſequent- 
ly feel when we are looſed.' After contrition men feel 
their conſciences at peace with God, and to be reconciled 
again to his favour 9g. Here the faithſul may ſeel- 
nanquility of conſcience, &c. 1. Make him to hear 
of joy and gladneſs, that the bones which thou haſt bro- 
ken may rejoice 2. What is this hearing of joy and. 
gladneſs, and this rejoicing of b:oken. bones, but a {piit- 
tual diſcernment of comfort in the conſcience, which was 
before wounded by a ſenſe of guilt 33 Thoſe who, 
Ipeak from the heart, from a feeling ſenſe of theſe pierc- 
ing forrows, and grievous and intolerable burdens, know 
the. 
4 Hom. on the Reſurrection. 5. Farther Appeal p 35. 
6 Ifuiah xlviii. 22. 7 Perronet's Reflections by way of 
Dialogue, p. 28---31. 8 Luke i. 77. and ; i Bene- 
diflus. 9 Homily for Rogation week. third part. | 
3 Homily on the Sacrament. 2 Viſitation of the lick, 
See allo Homily on Faith, part third. p. 26. 3 Refiges 
Cons, &c. p. 28---34, | 
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the truth of what I ſay. * But well may thoſe object 
againſt theſe plain ſcriptures, and the expreſs words ot 
their church, who repeat them only by rote, who feel no 
burden, who experience no ſorrow, How is it poſſible 
they ſhould perceive the removal of that which they ne- 
ver really felt 47 | 

* eſis calls all to find reſt iu musgrr: that art” weary” 
and heavy laden 35. Such as know the burden of fin, ean 
eaſily believe that there remains a reft for the people of God ©: 
They ſeek it with their wholZ heart, and grieve till they 
obtain it. But while ſouls remain unholy and impeni- 
tent, ſettled in the form of godlineſs; and void of its power, 
they are ſatisfied with having a bible, and think it fervice 
enough done to God, if his word be ſuffered it their 
houſe ; but they cannot poſlibly conceive, no, not if they 
might gain heaven, how a man can know that his ſins 
are blotted out; but forſake therr own merctes 7, deſpiſe 
the ineſtimable privilege, and diſpute againſt the truth, as- 
much, as thoſe who deny the very being of a God. 

P. However, you mull allow that many of the learned 
neither experience, nor even believe it to be attainable. 

D. Sappoſe that all the learned ſhould be Strangers io 
it; will it therefore follow there is no ſuch thing ® The 
learned ſcribes rejected Chrift ; but did the truth of h 
miſhon depend on their believing or not believing it? 
You are miſtaken if you think chat none of* the learned 
believe this doctiine. I have before ſhewn, that ſeveral 


of theſe have confirmed it by martyidom; ſome of them 


zepeating the ſame teſlimony at the very flake. Tcotld 
allo produce farther inflances of great men, who hgve eſ- 
pouſed this doQrine, and taught it to others. But of © 
what authority or avail, is unſanctified learning? Tn what 
depths uf darknefs it will leave the ſovl,” at deſtitute of - 


the light and power of grace, you yourſelf are an unhap- 


Py inſtance. Need | tell you, that to acquire the know- 

ledge of one ſcience does not teach another © For example, 

ke that underſtands grammar, and the ſound of words, may 
yet be ignorant of the ſenſe; and be that has ftadied © 

PH ic, or philoſophy, may be unacquainted with hiſtory, or 

the mathematics, How much leſe, then, with all the arts 
C5 and 

4 Reflections, &. p. 28---9t1, 5 Matt. xi. 28. 
6 Hab. iv 9.. 7 Jnub ii. 8. 
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aud ſeiences put together, ſhew us the leaſt part of tliat 


which only God can teach ? the natural man, the man that 
is in a ſlate of nature, without grace, endued with mere- 


rational faculties, but deſtitute of divine, receiveth not the- 
things of the ſpirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs to him; nei- 
ther can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned 8. 
Indeed. the whole of the diſpute may be reduced to 
this ſingle propoſiion: The ſpiritually-minded diſcern. 
ipuitual things; the carnally-minded- diſcern carnal 
things, The wiſe (faith Daniel) hall under/land, but none 


of the wicked ſhall underfland g. Who is wiſe, and he ſhalt" 


underſtand theſe things? Piudent, and he ſhall know them ? 


For the ways of the Lord are right, ard the juſt ſhall walk in 


them: but the nanſgreſſors ſhall fall therein 1. They who 


are alive to fin, and dead to God, cannot believe that. 
our leavenly Father giveth the Holy Spirit to them that aſk lim 2. 


And all that are unawakened, that know not themſelves, 
nor feel the ſinfulneſs of fin, who never felt the wrath of 


God revealed from heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs 3, nor 


knew it abidmg on them who beligve not 4, however ſeem- 
ingly religious, they can never conceive how. a man can. 


* know his fins forgiven,” | 


P. But many pious and devout perſons do not experi- 
ence it; and will you affirm that theſe are unbelievers, 
unleſs they know their ſins to be forgiven ? 

D. Look back from page 28 to 31, and think once- 
more on what is ſaid, *- As for the devout, who expert- 
ence nothing of what lam pleading for; may all that true- 
I, fear God be delivered-from their portion! God never 


leaves his own, without the ſaving knowledge, and fel- 


lowſhip of his Holy Spirit. I read, indeed, of a ſort of 


devout perſons 35, that joined with the Jews againſt Paul 


and Barnabas, rejeding the counſel of God againſt them- 


ſelves 6; but the humble hear thereof, and are glad 7. The 
meek ſhall he guide in judgment, and ſuch as are gentle, them 
Hall he learn his way 8. The form and power of religion 


are different things. A man-may profeſs Chriſt, while be 
is making war againſt him: But to be really devout, and 

yet 
$ 1 Cor. ii. 14. 9 Chap. xii. 10. 1 Hoſea xiv. g. 
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yet void of the feeling ſenſe of God's favour, is as con- 
trary and ridiculous, as to talk of ſeeing the light of the 
fun, and groping in darkoeſs at the ſame time. | 

P. Still I look upon it as the height of preſumption. 

D. Preſumption, to believe the ſcriptures ! Preſump · 
tion, to believe God faithful io his word!. Preſumption, 
to believe that if we a/k according io his will, he heareth us 1. 
Preſumption, to think kis people muſt be ſaved rxom ſin, 
or fail of heaven 21“ 

F. Such doArine tends to make men ſpiritually proud; 
aud therefore ought to be oppoſed. | For gs 

D. * Doth the ſcripture teach us falſhood ? Did the 
lowly Jeſus appear amongſt us, to lift us up with pride? 
He ſaid to one, man, thy ſius are forgiven thee 3. Of ano- 
ther, her ſins, which are many are forgiven 4. Had this a. 
tendency to deſtroy their ſouls? And was this indeed, a. 
curſe, and not a bleſſing ? Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for euer 3. He was exalted, with the right hand of God, 
to give repentance and forgiveneſs of ſins 6. The Apoſtles 
preached, that waoseever belteueth in him, hall receive the 
remiſſion of ſons 7. 

P. For my owu part, I humbly hope to be forgiven. 
in the world to come, and then to experience all you ſpeak 
of, 

D. And for my part, I humbly hope to ſubmit to the 
terms God is pleaſed to reveal in the ſacred ſcripture ; to 
follow no other path, nor preſume io truſt in any device, 
or imagination of my own. It you are a papiſt, the 


doctrine of puigatory is conſiſtent : But if you believe me, 


or the bible, what have you to do with being forgiven, 
purified, and faved in the world to come ? where the tree- 
falls, there it /hall be 8. 
* Who dies unpurg d, for ever dies, 
* The ſinner, as he falls he lies 
Shut up in his own place. 

As death leaves us, ſo will Judgment find us. If the 
next world would have ſerved, for the attainment of grace, 
the fooli/k virgins came time enough, aud the door of. 
mercy had not been ſhut againſt them. Eternity is _ 

| the. 
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the place to fit us for heaven; but we ate ſent into this 


life, to be made meet for the world to come: Now ts 


the accepted time, xow is the day of ſalvation g. The wiſe 


Shall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament 1; but the un- 
holy, unbelieving, the fooliſh and unfaithful, will be ſhut 
out for ever and ever 2. | | | 

P. You ſpeak very alarming things: I hope they are 
not true. If it be as you ſay. what will become of us all ? 


D. Say rather, if theſe things are not true, what mil 


become of us? What I have advanced is the tiuth of God, 
and his wife and gracious fcheme for bringing us to ſak 
vation: and ſurely; none can propoſe a better. Here 
all may find help, anil none ever need to fail. Here is an 
hope fure and ſledfaſt entering within the veil 3. Let us only 
weigh ourſelves in the balance of the ſanfluary, and we can- 
not be deceived. To the law and to the ieſtimony: if any 
man ſpeak other wiſe, it is becauſe there is no light in hum 4. 

P. Tell me plainly what that faith is you are contend- 
ing for: Yon make it conſiſt in ſomething I never heard 
or thought of before. h 

D. The homily of ſalvation tells you, that * The right 

and true Chriſtian faith is a fure trujl and confidence wich 
a man hath in God that his ſens axe forgiven, and he reconciletl 
to the favour of God: That merely * to believe the holy 
ſcriptures, and the articles of our faith to be true, is not CH- 
tian faith; for the devils believe ail theſe things, and yet 
remain in their loſt eftate.” I might ſay, te devils believe 
and tremble 5, But many iu this Chriſtian: land, believe, 
as it is called, and yet remain hardened. 

But whatever faith conſiſts in, it is what neither men, 
nor books can teach you, nor can you ever acquire it by 
any abilities of your own. It is the gi/t of God 6: It is 


_ the operation of God 7 : It is the $eBsTAKCE of things hoped 


for, the evivexce of things not ſeen 8. Faith brings yzace g, 


PURITY 1, and gives VICTORY over the world 2: quenches the 


Fiery darts of ſatan 3. Now when you have the ACE of 
God, which paſſeth all underſianding 4, are purified, become 


viclorioas 


9 2 Cor. vi. 2. 1 Dan. xii: 3. 2 Rev. xxi. 8. 27. 
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victorious over ſatan, the world, and ſen ; then I will own 
that you have the right and true Chriſtian faith : and to ſay 
you have this, before you have the ſcripture marks of it, 
would be to give up the bible, aud believe a lie. 

P. You ſurprize me! I always thought that every one 
in a Chriſtian land, who believed God's word to be true, 
had faith. Surely all who have been baptized, and can 
fay the three creeds, believe. For my own part, I was. 
taught to believe when | firſt learned my catechiſm. 

D. This proves, that you never believed aright : © The 
word of the Lord endureth for ever 1. He that believeth, as 
the ſcriptu re hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living 
water 2. The facrifice of Chriſt is a perfect and ſuffici- 
ent atonement for the ſins of the whole world 3: but if 
thoſe he gave his life a ranſom for, will not believe, will 
not be redeemed From iniquity, ſo far will his death be 
from procuring ſaloation, that it will riſe up in greater 


judgment againſt them, Jeſus ſaves noue from hell, but 


thoſe he firſt ſaves xxo fin. His very name declares his 
office : Thou ſhalt call his name Jeſus, rok he /hall ſave his peo- 
lle rrOM their ſins 4. He was choſen of God 5 ; fan tied 
and ſent inis the world 6; all redemption is of him 7 
therefore, he muſt be believed in, he muſt be obezed. He 
came into the world to fin;/h the tranſgreſſion, io mate an 
end of ſins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs 8. But when he came to his own, 
they received him not g: Ye will not come to me, he faith, that 
ye might have life 10. Therefore though the light hined in 
darkneſs, yet the darkneſs comprekended it not 11. Their fin 
remained, and was increaſed, inſtead of being purged 
away; and our Lord became not a Saviour of life unto 
life. but of death unto death in hoſe that periſhed 12. 

P. L truſt in the divine mercy as well as you, aud hope 
io be ſaved by the merits of Chriſt. 

D. Remember what | told you of hope 13. There 
is the hope of the righteous, which is gladneſs 14, and the 

hypocnite's 

1 1 Pet. i. 25. 2John vii. 38. 3 Communion ſervice. 

4 Matth i. 21. 5 II. xlii, 10. Matth. xii. 18. 

1 Pet. ii. 4. 6 John xi. 36. 7 Ads iv. 11, 12. 

8 Dan. ix. 24. 9 John ix. 11. 10 chap. v. 40. 

11 chap. i. 35. 12 2 Cor. 2, 15. 13 Page IL 

14 Prov. x. 28. 
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Mftocrite s hope; which ſhall periſh 15. How grievous is it, 
to ſee ſo many deluding themſelyes, after all the ferip- 
ture can poſſibly fay to prevent it | The terms are plain, 
the faithful unerring word of God is expreſs that the un- 
believing andunrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God 1. 
Yet run toand, fro, we find in all places theſe very per- 
ſoms truſling, aud koping that the merits of Chriſt will 
ſcreen them from the mighty and terrible God, who keepeth his- 
covenant 2 ; and that his word ſhall ſurely. be broken, and- 
his oath fall to the ground. Till therefore, ſinners can 
be taken off from ſuppoſing themſelves Chriſtians, and 
claiming the promiſes that belong only to the righteous ;* 
till they tremble at their iniquities, and give up their falſe 
confidence; there is not one word of ſacred writ, that 
gives them the leaſt ground for hope. It is this hope, 
this deceitful, and blaſphemous preſumption, that ſends 
ſo many to eternal ruin 3. | 

P. This is a melancholy caſe, which I believe ſeldom 
happens; but what can I do to prevent it? | 

D. You can do nothing to any purpoſe, till you re- 
ſolve-in the ſtrength of God, to declare his whole- counſel 
both to ſaints and finners : till you take forth the precious 
From the vile 4, and give to each their portion. * Say to the 
righteous it ſhall be well with him: Moe unto the wicked, it all 
be ill with him 3. The defign of Chriſt, throughout the 
whole geſpel, is to deſtroy ſin, exalt righteouſneſs, and 
reſtore us to the favour and image of Cod. Ihe prepa- 
rative is repentance; the Term of acceptanee is faith; 
that faith which bas already been deſcribed.“ 

But as you do not believe this, pray let me hear 
what is your ſcheme of religion: What do you think the 
goſpel conſiſts of; and for whom is the kingdom of hea- 
ven prepared ? Whatever God approves or diſapproves, . 
I fnd that your optnion, and your ling is to lumething» 
quite difleremt. Nothing is more 1idiculous, or abhorred —fÞ.- 
by you, than to be grieved for having offended the Holy 

One of Ifradl. You will allow the world earnefily to 
{eek the world, and to break their hearts for the loſs of 
| 3 

15 Job viii. 13. 1 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 21. G 

Rev. xxi. 8, 27. 2 Nch. ix, 32. 3 Matt. vii. 21--- 
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it: But if they bewail their ruin, lament their- want of 
God, and weep becauſe they are out of the covenant of 


grace, this you think is carrying things to extremes, and 
getting _ the goſpel plan.” 
P. Why, does not the {cripture ſay, be not righteous 
over mock 6? | 
D. Ard the ſame ſeripture ſaith, be not overmuch 


. wicked 7; and for this ons caution againſt overmuch 


righteouſneſs, there are thouſands againſt overmuch wick- 
edneſs, from one end of the bible to the other. But let 
me aſk, who but zo would call this ſcripture ? The facred 
hiſtorians record the actions, words, and thoughts of the 
evil and the good, and ſhe the different ends and re- 
wards of both, that we may take warning, and depart 
from evil. 


The book of Fccleſiaftes is undoubtedly the book of 


Solomon's repentance ; wherein he bewails his paſt of- 
fences, and refutes the folly of thoſe that were then, 


what he himſelf had been before. He introduces the 


thoughts of men of pleaſure, power, riches ; the perverſe 


diſputings of corrupt minds 8; and whatever they advance, 
he ferioufly replies to, and overthrows. One inſtance of 
it is the advice given here by an inhdel, not to be over 
righteous. For want of conlidering this, ſome are ſo ig- 
norant, that they blend the wicked pleading for fin, with 
Solomon's loud proteſtation---that ALL is vanity and vexation 


of Jpint 9. 


of yon ſhall have all the allowance you 


deſire, and be fully ſecured from all danger of overmuck 
- righteouſneſs, provided you will only love God with ALL 


gour heart 1; a Chrift in tie regeneration 2; Pur on 
the Lorg Jeſus 3: If you will but remember that we are 
to be holy, and wirnour blame before God 4: aud to be pre- 


ſented £AuLTLEss before the preſence of his Glory 5. To get 


abote this is to be righteous overmuch ; to turn aſide, or 
{ink beneath it. is to forfeit our tiile to glory. 
P. I muſt, indeed, confeſs myſelf a flravger to what you 


8 
6 Eecl vil. 16. 7 Ver. 17. 81 Tim, vi. 5. 
9 keel. i. 2,14, 17. fi. 11, 7, 26. iv. 4, 15. 
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ſpeak of. Few of us ever diſcourſe on theſe things ; an 


for my own part, I never ſo much as thought on them. 
D. You are much to be pitied. But are you now wik- 
ling to underſtand ? Surely if you lay theſe things to 
heart, it will prove the greateſt blefling you ever received. 
Indeed, if you only conlider the ſad eſſects of your doc- 
trine, what dreadful havock you have made, whenever 
God was bringing ſinners to himſelf ; what deplorable 
counſel you gave them, you would tremble. One of the 


copgregation being lately in diſtreſs of mind. informed 
you that the Lord had begun to work upon her heart at 


the ſacrament. But what ſort of advice did you give? Did 
you talk of Feſus's dying for her? and that his blood 
was ſufficient to atone for the ſins of the whole world ? 
Alas ! not one word of this The firſt thing you ſaid 
was, * You have heard the Methodiſts. But when ſhe 
ſaid no; you bid her father be ſure to keep her from 
them, to make her ride out, give her a glaſs of wine, and 
let her go into merry company, to the afſembly, and to 
dancing, to put away thoſe melancholy thoughts.” And 
did this work a cure 7 No: and being alſo unacquainted 
with ſatan's devices, and not diſcerning your ignorance, 
and at the ſame time being cut off from communing with 
ſpiritual perſons, ſhe turned again to the world, was buri- 
ed in the purſuits of this life, till death came ; and from 
what Chrilt ſaith, Mark iv. 19. Luke viii. 14. God only 
knows where the landed. 

Now if ſlaying a man deſerves death, how much more 
dreadful will it one day be for thefmurtherer of ſouls? As 
for me, I tell them plainly, morning and evening, on what 
terms the wicked man ſhall ſave lis ſoul alive: Rut you 
ſatisfy them, that they are all ſafe, and no harm Hall hap- 
pen, whether they repeut or not; and thereby learn them 


to make a mock at ſin 6, I declare alſo to them that are 


willing to turn from their wickedneſs, what are the ſacri- 


fices God requires . But you tempt them to bring, every 


other offering than what he is pleaſed to call nis own: and 


tell them it will do better than forrowing tor fin, aud a life 


of obedience. As for remorle of conſcience for paſt offen- 
ces, this you teach them to make a jeſt of; and to call a bro- 
ken heart, and a defire to flee from the wrath to come, de- 


luſon, 


6 Piov. xiy, 9. 7 Plal. li. 17. 
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-tifion, enthufiam, and madneſs. Thus you deceive tlie 
ignorant, vain, worldly. and witked, aud cauſe them to 
err through your lies 4, ſeducing them, ſaying peace, when 
there is no peace 4. 

P. However, it is very plain your doctrine gives & li- 
cence to fin; ſo that if a man have faith, he may live as 
he pleaſes; and this will always be full of comtoit to 
the vicious. What contention has there been about this 
doctrine? Weak minds are not able to comprehend it: 


* i -and ſuch preaching ſets St. Paul and St, James fo at va- 
49 riance, that no one can ever reconcile them. — 
3 D. I ſee you have endleſs objections to faith, godly ſor- 
4 -row, &e. bur not the ſame diflike to a lukewarm, or world- 
12 ly mind; the being dead in ſens, or putting darknefs for 
14 light, and even renouncing what we pretend to eſpouſe, and 
K denying what was convenient to ſubſcribe. But know, 
4 "that true faith is/juſt the-contrary io what you imagine. 
ny There is indeed, a notional faith, which is barren, dead, 
- | and counTErFErT 3; which does not produce either the 
4 | love of God or man, nor bring forth any of the fruits of 
; 4 | the goſpel ; afaith that is conſiſtent with anger, malice, 
_ pride, covetouſueſs, and every other inward and om- 
ph ward evil. But the true juſtiſying faith, as was obſerved 6, 
3 is a living principle of univerſal obedience, enabling us 
i ' cheerfully to walk in all the commandments of God , to re- 
" turn good for evil, to pray for ouc enemies, Kc. as is 
y fully ſet forth in the homily of faith. And if the weak» 
eſt and moſt ignorant were as deſirous to underſtand and 
wa embrace the tuth, as to follow ſenſual delights, they 
-— might eaſily attain to a right knowledge 8; and fred 
* chat · St. Paul and St. James ſweeily harmonize together, 
w | One is ſpeaking of Abraham's acceptance through bee, of 
* a the promiſe ; the other of a farther and future accept- 
N ance through obedience. St. Paul laith Abraham was juſliſicd 
0 þ by faith 9 St. James faith. was not Abrahan juflified U 
Z --works 1 * But there is no coutradiQtion ; they ucither 


yY ul <2 peak of the ſame-jnflification. nor the lame fuith. nor the - 
1 fame works, li is ing faith which K. Paul faith 
5 


2 If D Jullifies 
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Juſlifies the ungodly 3; it is dead faith which St. James 
.condemns, and faith, what can it profit 4 ? St. Paul ſpeaks 
of that juſtification Abralam received many years before 
Jfaac was born 5 ; St. James, of that which he received 
hen he had offered Iſaac up 6. St. Paul ſpeaks of works 
done before juſtification 7; St. James of works wrought 
after it, through faith 8. Abraham was juſtifed in St. Tawl's 
ſenſe, that is, accounted righteous, by faith, antecedent to 
his works. He was juſtified in St. James s ſenſe, chat is. 
accepted, through his works, conſequent upon his faith g: 
Or, as the apoſile explains himſelt, by works his faith was 
made perfef 1,” God confirmed, increaſed, and perfect- 
ed the principle, from which thoſe works ſprang. 80 
that St. Fames s juſtifieation by works, is the frut of St. 
Poul's juſtification by faith: and both perfectly couliltent 
with each other 2. | 

P. I preſume this is all you have to offer on the head 
of your juſtification and faith. 

D. I muſt beg leave io refer you to the articles and 
homilies. Article XI. I teach, man is accounted 
righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt by faith, and not for his own works 
or deſervings: Wherefore that he is juſlified by faith 
only is a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and full of comfort. 
Aud Article XIII. Works done before the grace of 
Chriſt aud the inſpiration of his ſpirit ate not pleaſing to 
God, feraſmuch as they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus 
Chrift, neither do they make men meet to receive grace, 
or, as the ſchoal authors ſay, deſerve grace of congruity ; 
yea rather, for that they are not dune as God bath com- 
manded, we doubt not but they have the nature of fin. 


In the homily of ſalvation. | teach, That all the world 


being wrapt in fin, God ſent his Son into the world, that 
by ſhedding of his blood he might make ſatisfaQion for 
our fins ; and therefore St. Pail declares nothing on the be- 
half of man concerning juſtification, but only a true and 
lively faith; which faith itſelf is the gift of God; and 
'- | yet 
3 Rom. iv. 5. Chap. x. 10. 4 James ii. 14. 17, 20, 26 
«© Gen. xv. C. 6 James ii. 21. 7 Rom. iv. 2. &c, 
Gal. ii. 16. iii. 10. 8 James ii. 22, 25. 
9 Matt. xii. 37. Rom. ii. 13. 1 James ii. 22. 
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yet that faith doth not ſhut out repentance, hope, love, 
and the fear of God to be joined with faith in every man- 
that is juſtified : But it ſhutteth them out from the office 

of ruftifying ; fo that akhough they be all preſent toge- 
ther in him that is juflified, yet they juſtify not.” And 
in another place the homily faith ; * Conſider diligemily 
theſe words, without works, by faith only, freely we re- 
ceive remiſſion of our fins. What can be ſpoken more 
plainly than to fay, that freely without works, by faith on- 
ly, we obtain remiflion of our fins ? Indeed you have, by 
your own confeſſion, no great liking to homilies, articles, 

or any thing that belongs to me. Allo it is farther added, 

* Theſe, and other like ſentences, we often find in the 
beſt and moſt ancient writers, as Hilary, Baſil, Ambroſe, 
Otigen, Cyprian, and many other Greek and Latin Fathers: 
by which they take away all merit of our works, and 

wholly aſcribe our juſtification to Crit only. This 
faith, the holy ſcripture teaches, is the ſtrong rock aud 
foundation of Chiiſtian religion: PF his doQtrine all an- 
tient authors of Chri/t's chureh do approve ; this doctrine 
ſetteth forth the true glory of Chit, and beareth down 
the vain glory of mau this whoſoever demnteth is not io be 
accounted a Chriſtian man, nor a feiter forth of Chrift's gidry;, 
bur an-adverſary to Chriſtand his goſbel, and a ſetter forth 


of man's vain glory.” And in the next homily on faith, 


it ſheweth thice things, * Firſt, that without it can no good 
works be done; ſecondly, that it is friuatful in bringing; 


| forth good works; and thirdly,_ what good works this: 


faith doth bring forth. EN 
P. But ſurely you» would not infer, from hence, that 
all, who are baptized, have had a regular education, and 
never been guilty of groſs ſin, ſtand in like need of pardon, 
and oGthis-juſtifiration? For in the office of baptiſm, and* 
in the firſt homily on ſalvation, you intimate that the child 
is regenerale; and what need of any other juſtification ? 
As for notorious ſinners, L acknowledge it is reaſonable, 
D. So far 1 muſt allow, that children which are bap- 
tized, and die in infancy, arc by the ſacrifice of Chit, 
made meet for glory; and ſuch as are not guilty of oui- 
ward grols fins have not theſe tio repent of. But ig there 
one that arrives at ten years of age, without breaking his 
baptiſmal vow, and forfeiting the favour of God ? Who 
D 2. Cath. 


(4) 
can ſay I have not ſinned 1 ? Can we find one that hath 
never been angry 2, that hath not hated his brother 37 Who 


hath ſo made a covenant with his eyes, as not to incur 


the guilt mentioned Matth. v. 28? Who never ſet his 


heart on ſome earthly ching, in which he took more de- 
light than in Go.l4? And if in his heart there be mur- 


der, adultery, and idolatry 5, can he be without fn ? He 


that keepcth the whole law, and yet offendeth in one point, is 
guilty of all G ; and, curſed is every one that continueth not in 
ALL things written in the law io do them 7. I hope, there- 
fore, you ſee the good ſtand in need of pardon, as well 
as the bad; aud if eicher have a better ground for hope, 
it is he who feeleth-the heavieſt. burden for his fin 8. The- 
whole need not a phyſician, but they that are fick g. It was this 
true fight of himſelf which made St. Peul Yay, This is a 
faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the world to ſave | ſinners ; and he acknowledged 
himſelf the chief 1. Job was the moſt holy man then 
upon earth; and yet, when it pleafed God to try him 


bv ſore affliction, it made him fee his own righteouſneſs 


; 5 filthy rags 3 and no ſooner had his-chaſtifements an- 
!wered the defired end, but he cried out, T'have heard- 
lier by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye ſeeth thee © 
Wherefore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duft and aſhes 2. 

P. But is baptiſm of no efficacy with reſpect to grows 
perſons ?- | 

D. Baptiſm has two parts; the firſt, or outward, is 
iter; the inwerd,;and moft eflemiial, is a death unto-fis,. 
and a new birth unto righteouſneſs'3- Whoever receives this- 
14ward and ſpiritual grace, receives the full efficacy of bap- 
iſm; This you will find explained in the homily for 


B bit. ſunday : -* Such is the power of the Holy Ghoſt to 


regenerate men. and as it were to bring them forth a- 
new, ſo. that they ſhall be nothing like the men that they 


were before. Neither doth (the Holy Spirit) think it ſuf- 


heient inwardly to work the ſpiritual and new birth of 
man, unleſs he alſo dwell and abide in him. And at the 


concluſion 


1 1 John i. 10. 2. Matt. v. 22. 3 John iii. 15. 
4 Ezek. xiv. 3. 1 Cor. x 7. 5 Col. iii. 5. ä 
6 James ii. 10. 7 Gal. iii. 10, 8 Matt, xx1. 3h, 32. 
Luke xvi. 15. 9 Matt. ix. 12. 11 Tim. i. 15. 

2. Job xlii. 5, 6. 3 Caiechiſm. 
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coueiuſion we have the following words: + Hbmbly 
beſeeching (God) ſo to work in our hearts by the power 
of this Holy Spirit, that we being regenerate and born 
again in all goodnefs, ſobriety, and truth, may in the end 
be made partakers of everlaſting life in his heavenly 
kingdom.* Again, * They that truly repent, muſt be 
clean altered and changed, they muſt become new erea - 
tures ; they muſt be no more the ſame they were be- 
fore.” f 

N Have you any thing more to ſay ; or ſhall we be- 
gin the ſervice ? | 

D. Why are you ſo ſoon weary of hearing the truth? 
I-am ſure that you, of all others; have need of inſtruction; 
aud ſhould rejoice to receive it. Remember what I have 
told you 1. | Hear alſo the wiſe man: If thou incline thine 
ear unto wiſuom, and apply thine heart to underſtanding : Dien 
ſhalt thou underfland the fear of the Lord and find the know- 
iedge of God 2. For, the fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wiſdom, and the knowledge of the holy is underſtanding 3. 
Then your hope would be juſt, your faith found, your 
life holy, your judgment right, and your end eternal blei- 
ſedneſs. For underſtanding is a- well-fpring of life io hum 
that hath it 4. But this is not your caſe, therefore I have 
more to ſay ; ſeeing you are ready to drive the doctrine 
of inſpiration out of the world. 

P. And with good reaſon ; for I am fully perſuaded 
there is no ſuch thing. | 
D. This is plain and honeſt ; and had all you pulpits - 
faid the fame at your- ordination, we ſhould not then have 

been in ſo deplorable a condition. 
P. What do yon mean by inſpiration ? : 
D. I mean that work of the ſpirit on the ſouls of 
men, whereby they are reftored to the divine image in 
which they were at firſt created. This begins with his“ 


% 


convincing therr of ſin 3; with repenlance from dead works 6. 


Then he is given to them as a ſpirit of grace and ſupplica- 
tions 7, fo that by bis powerful influences, they draw nigh” 
to God, that he may draw nigh to them 8. By the lame ſpirit 
they receive power to believe, and io become the ſons of God g. 

| D 2 And 
1 Page 20. 2 Prov. ii. 2, 5. 3 C. ix. 10. 4 C. xvi. 22. 

5 John xvi. 8, 9. 6 Heb. vi. 1. 7 Zech. xii. 10. 

8 James iv. 8. 91 Johai 12. 
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- Arad being made the. children of Gad by faith. in 
Citi Feſus 1. God ſendeth the ſpirit of his Son into their 
hearts, by which they call him Fether 2. This ſpirit alſo 
bears witneſs with their ſpirits that ey are the children of Gad 5; 

and by him, they. know the things which are freely given 10 

_ them, of Gad 4. This is the earngfl of. their inheritance 8. 
From, him proceeds love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentle- 
. neſs, gaodneſs, faith 6 , aud by his aQ on the ſoul they are 
ſealed to the day of redemption 7. So that whatever power 
they receive through the influence of this Holy Shirit 

whether to enlighten the mind, or affect the heart; 
whether to ſhew their ſin and danger, or excite them to 
flee to Chriſt as their city of refuge ; whether to wait pa- 
tiently, or pray earnellly; or whey by his operation they 

receive, through believing,. the pardoning love of God 
with: power over ſin, and grow in every grace ;——[ 
clicem all this, to be the 2nſpiration of the Healy Ghoſt. 

P.- But what has this to do with you-? | 
D. It has 10 do with no one more than me: my di -| - 

-reQtions are full of it. 1 teach all men to pray. That 
. the King may be.repleniſhed with the grace of God's Holy 
Spirit. hat the royal family may be endued with the | 
Holy Spirit. That the healthfnl Spirit of Grace may be 
fent down upon all Bi/hops and Curates, and all congrega- 
tions comn.itted to their charge 8.. That God would 
cleanſe the thoughts of their hearts by the inſpiration of 
his Holy Spirit g. And * inſpire continually the univerſal 4 if 
church with the Spirit of Trutha.” But to let you fee yet 
more clearly the Spirit's operations on the heart. mind, 
and underfiandings of men, attend only to the following 

paſſages: ' Grant us his Holy Spirit, that thoſe things 
may. pleaſe him which we do at this preſent, and that the 

veſl of our life may be pure and holy 2.— Take not thy _ : 
Holy Spirit from us 3. Send to us thine Holy Ghoſt 
to comfort us 4. Grant that thy Holy Spirit may * 


* 


1 Gal. iii. 26. £ chapfv. 6. Jer: iii. 19. 
3 Rom. viii. 17. 4 Cor. 1. 12. 5 Eph. i. 14. 
6 Gal. v. 22. 7 2 Cor. i. 22. Ephel. 1. 13. iv. 30. 
9 Prayers. g Firſt collect in the communion ſet vice. 
1 Prayer for. the church militant. 2 Abſolution. 
| 3 Reſponſe afier Lord's prayer. 4 Sunday after.Al- 
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thoughts and wicked deeds. As for the works. of the 
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all things direct and rule our hearts 5'——* Grant that by 
his holy inſpiration we may think thoſe things that be good 6. 
Grant us by the ſame ſpirit to have a right judg · 
ment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy 
comfort . * The fellowſhip of the Hoh Ghoſt be 
with us all evermore 8. | | 

Come Holy Ghoſt our ſouls inſpire, 

* And lighten with celeſtial fire. & g. : 

R This is a Chriſtian country. IL cannot conceive of 
what uſe inſpiration would be at preſent. 

D. 1s there then no need to make thoſe who ate ſuch 
in name only, Chriſtians in deed and in truth? And to ef- 
tabliſh the power of grace where there is a mere outlide 
profeſſion ?*Da you ſeriouſly aſk of what uſe it can be? 
Read the Articles and Homilies ;\ and why did you not, 


before your ordination 7 If you had done this, ſurely 


you could not have been fo ignoraut or daring as to deny 
the expreſs words of the thirteenth article, namely, that 
works done before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſjnration of 
has ſpirit, are not pleaſing to God : lt is therefore highly 
expedient for all orders and degrees of men to. have this 
grace and inſpiration, from the king to the meaneſt ſub- 


jet. It is neceſſary for direfing, comforting, eflabliſhing, 


tor thinking what is good, and doing what is right; as 
will further appear in the homily for Whitſunday, part the 
firſt: The more it is hid from our underſtanding, the 


more it ought to move all men to wonder at the ſecret - 


and mighty workings of God's holy ſpirit, which is with- 
in us. For it is the Holy Ghoſt, and no other thing, 
that doth quicken the miuds of men. ſtirring np good 
aud godly motions in their hearts, which arc agreeable to 
the will and commandment of God, fuch-as otherwiſe 
of. their own crooked and perverſe nature they ſhould 
never have. That which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit, John 
iii. 6. As if he ſhould fay, man, of his own nature is 
fleſhly and carnal, corrupt and naught ; finful and diſo- 
bedient to God, without any ſpark of goodneſs in him, 
without any virtuous or godly motion, only given to evil 


| ſpirit 

5 Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, 6 Fifth Sunday 

_ after Eaſter. 7 Collect for Whit ſunday, 8 Conclubioa . 
of Morning and Evening Service, 9 Pen! Cieator. 
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ſpirit, the fruits of faith, they proceed only of the Holy 
Ghoſt, who-is the only worker of our ſanctiſication, aud 
maketh us new men in Chrift eis. Such is the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt to regenerate men, and, as it were, to 


bring them forth a-new, ſo that they ſhall be nothing 


like the men they were before. Neither doth he think 


it ſufficient inwardly to work the ſpiritual and new birth 
of man, unleſs he alſo dwell and abide in him Oh! 


what comfort is this to the heart of a true Chriſtian, to 


think that the Holy Ghoſt dwelleth within him!“ 
Again. Thou haft received (the body of Chrift: to 
have within thee, the Father,_ the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, to dwell with thee, and comfort thee with their 
preſence 1; and * a true Chriſtian is the temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt 2. In the homily for Rogation Week | teach, 
hat all ſpiritual gifts come from God by Feſus Chrift.” 


* God gave us grace to know and feel theſe things in our 


hearts. It is not of ourſelves ; let us meekly call upon 
the Holy Ghoſt, that he would aſſiſt and inſpire us with 


his preſence.” Allow this the work of God, and I hall 


not quarrel with you about names, whether you call it 


illumination, direction, influence, aſſiſtance, or inſpira-- 


tion ; if weare but convinced that the Holy Spirit works 


in the ſouls of all men, or they are not, and cannot be 


true Chriflians. 


P. I believe it might be fo in former times, but not 


now. 


Do you get any thing by it? | 

F. I ofteu comfort myſelf with theſe thoughts. 

D. Suppoſe then you ſhould hear, that though the 
earth once brought forth her increaſe, and though the 
ſun once refreſhed us with his glorious beams, it is to be 
ſo no more ; would you believe it ? Or, if you thought 
theſe benefits, once beftowed, were to come to an end, 
and that the ſky would be thick darkneſs, the earth bar- 
ren, and all the inhabitants periſh, would you exult in 
the conſolation ? Would you not rather lament, and cry 
out, you were undone ? I-am ſure if you heard that of 
old there were great church preferments; that the apoſ- 


tles 


f 1 Hom, on the Reſurreflion. 2 Hom. again/i the Fear 


Death. 


D. And do you find a ſatisfaction in thinking fo ? 
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tles were Deans aud Prebendaries, had tithes, pluyalities; 
and finecures, you would not fit down ſo eaſy under the 
zpprehenſion- that none of theſe good things were for 

The reaſon is, your treaſure is on earth; not in 
heaven: Only leave you the thick clay of this world, and 
you have your alt. Whatever is more than this, you 
count neither gain nor loſs. You ſee no need of experi-- - 
encing the things of God, becauſe you have no reliſh for 
what is ſpiritual :' And as you do not like io retain God in 
your knowledge 1, he gives you up to firong deluſion, to believe 
a lie-2.; and caſts you out from his preſenee, io that you 
cannot even belieue the plameſt truths: of ſcripture. 

P. Still, I think the operations you ſpeak of cannot be 
known from thoſe of fatan, or our own miuds. 

D. If it be impoſſible, then neither could any of old diſ- 
tiaguiſh one from the other, and the apoſtles themſelves 
might be deceived, Into what an ocean · of miſerable un · 
certainty. does the love of the world, unbelief, and the 
power of fin, implunge the ſoul! And what an heap ob 
inconſiſteucies have you ſubſcribed ? But the above paſ-_ 
fages fully diſcover my doQrine of the indwelling ſpirit, 
and the ſcriptuces- I have prodnced-ſufficiently prove the 
truth of it, aad abundantly thew, that the operations of 
the Holy Ghoſt are cafily diſtinguiſhed from the natural. 
workings of our minds. For if it be true that good 
thoughts proceed from the ſpirit of God g, and every 
evil thivg from thoſe of ſatan, or 2 corrupt heart 4, it can. 


be no difficult matter to aſcribe good and evil to their pro- 


per authors. This doctrine is grounded upon the expreſs- 
word of God, which declares, that the promiſes of the 


goſpel extends io all future generations 5. This one 


ſcripture is ſufficient to prove, that the gitt-of the Holy 
Spirit reaches even to theſe days. Yet how gravely have 
you read the ſacred pages, whilſt officiating in ute (an 
emblem of innocence) but no ſooner did you leave the 
deſk, and appear in a fable garb,.but the note was altered, 
and you denied all you.had ſaid before. | 
P. I inſiſt upon it, that thoſe who pretend to inſpira- 
tion, make good their title, by working miracles: Let 
them raiſe the dead, make the blind to fee, the _ to 
ear 
1 Rom. i. 28, 2 2 Theſſ. ii. 11. 3 Gal. v. 22. 


4. Math, xv. 19. 5 Ads ii. 38, 39. 
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hear, the dumb to ſpeak, the lame to walk. Il they 
cannot do theſe things, who will believe them ? 
D. None but thoſe who believe the Bible. It ſeems 
as if this objection was thought unanſwerable; but pro- 
poſed in form it runs thus : h 
All that are really inſpired work maracles ; 
But you cannot wort miracles : | 
Therefore you are not inſpired. | 
Now if this argument proves any thing, it proves too 


much. For, if any man have not the sr of Chrift he is 


NGNE OF HIS 1, Obſerve, not any ape/ile, evangeliſt, or 
eminent perſon : But if any Man whatever hath not the ſpi 


rt of Chriſt, he is no Chriſtian, Now can any of you, 


who deny inſpiration, give miraculous proof ot your be- 
longing to Chriſt ? For, by your own account, if you- 
cannot work miracles, you have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
are none of his, and, after all, were never grafted into- 
the body of Chriſt's Cauxcu 2 ?' All who reaſon in the 
dark, like you, cry out for miracles, whenever men would 
do good. Thus did the Papiſts long ago, and wü the 
ſame deſign of deceiving themſelves and others. But our 
Reformers wrought no miracle ; it was ſufficient that they 
had the teſtimony of ſcripture, the deſign of miracles not 
being to prove what was alteady made known either by 
the light of nature or revelation. 

P. Did not the prophets work.miracles ? 

D. No: * All the prophets did not work miracles; 
We read but of fix of the prophets from Enoch to the com- 
ing of Chrijt that wrought miracles : Vet God required 
his will to be obſerved, whether miracles were wrought 
or note Beſides, amongſt thoſe that wrought miracles, 
moſt of them propheſied long before. According to the 
bible chronology, 1ſaiak wrought no miraele till about 
fifty, years after he propheſied. Gop had ſpoken to the 
world above two- thouland years before we read of any 
prophet working miracles :. Yet he required obedience to 
his word before, as well as alter. 

P. Did not the apoſiles make their converſions by the 
power of miracles ? 

D. Very falſe a gain: It is written, With other tongues. 
will I ſpeak to this people, yet for all that they will not hear me, 


| faith 
1 Rom. viii. . 2 Office of þaptiſm. 
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faith the Lord 3. We read, they believed not his onde 4 2 


Kilted the prophets, and floned them that were ſent 5 : and, 
always reſiſled the Holy Ghoſt 6. Of Chriſt, it is ſaid, though 
he had done ſo many miracles before them, yet they believed not 7. 
Stephen wrought great mis acies $ ; yet they ſtoned him to 
death g. Many ſigns were wrought by the apofiles ro ; yet the 
High Priefis and Elders beat them, and charged them not to 


teach any more in the name of Jeſus 11. So far were men 


from being converted by the power of miracles. Miracles 
alone never converted one finner, nor would miracles con- 
vert you, or any that love the world, and hate the things that 
are of Gov, Miracles cannot open the eyes, ſoften the 
heart. or purge the conſcience ; yet they have their great 
and glorious uſe, whenever Gov ſees fit to grant them; 
but it muſt be a power above all miracles that alone can 


fave a ſinner from the error of his way 1. If they believe not 


the ſcriptures neither will they be perſuaded, though one roſe from 
the dead 2. In the apofiles days, the church of Chrift was 
in its height of light, power, and holineſs ; and had the 
miraculous operations of the Holy Ghoſt more abundam- 
ly poured out. After the death of the apofiles they 
were fewer and not ſo ſlupendous, and from that time 
they gradually decreaſed ; yet Chriftianity flill continued 
to extend itſelf far and wide, notwithſtanding all the op- 
poſition of the learned and powerful: And, with re- 
gard to later times, nothing has been more fignal than 
the ſeveral revivals of pure religion, with reſpect to re- 
formations from Popery, in all parts of corrupted Clriſten- 
dom. For wherever the power of Gap attends the preach- 
ing of his word, there the moſt obdurate are cut to the 
heart; where that power is not felt, there men remain as 
before, - notwithſtanding thouſands of miracles are 
wrought. And whoever is ſent of Gop to preach his 
word, to them he givegiteltimony of his preſence and 
approbation, though not often the power of miracles.” 

P. So you would allow any kind of people to preach, 
whether they cau give any proof of their authority or 
not? | 


1 

31 Cor. xiv. 21. 4 Pal, Ixxviil. 92. 5 Matth. xxiii. 37. 
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D. No: I would not. U allow of none whs ade 


lead in treſbaſſes and into preach. To the ungodly, ſaith 
God, LA thou to do to preach my laws 1. 1 would 
bayenove preach, who do not believe the ſcripture. ; or 
who ſubſcribe what they do not think is true , None h 
are ſo obſtinate that they will not be convinced, though 
they arc convinced.” | Lene 

To ſiniſh this head: When our Lord, ſpeaking of 
thoſe that ſhould believe in him, ſaid, greater works than 


theſe ſhall he do 2; this was not greater miracles, but works 


above all other figns and wonders, —the turning of the 
diſobedient to the wiſdom of the gull 3, -Chrift preached about 
three years, and his converis ſeem to be about tive hun- 
dred 4. After Peter's firſt ſermon the number was increaſ- 
ed to abo ve three thouſand 5, ; thus our Lord's words were 
fulfilled. For as the homily faith, * To juſlify a finner, 
to new create him from a wicked perſon to a righteous 
man, is a greater act than to make ſuch a new heaven 
and earth as is already made 6. - Fel * 
Whatever preaching converts the heart, changes the 


life, and brings men to the true knowledge-of Crit 


through the obedience of faith 7, is from Gov. This is a 
rule that cannot fail; it is firm as the pillars of heaven: 
He only that made the world, can turn a ſinner from the pow - 


er of ſatan to himſelf 8. Wherever this is found, there 


the power of Gop is made manifeſt ; and-wherever this 
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Almighty Power is exerted, there is the teſtimony of di- Y | 


vine favour and AyPROBATION. The higheſt apoſtle 
could-do no more of himſelf than the loweſt worm of dhe 
earth g. Whoever then is the inſtrument of any mea- 
ſure of the {ame work, that was wrought by apofiles, is 


in his ineaſure the ſame as an apoſtle, and has the ſame 


power of the Almighty with him. It is the ſole work of 


Gos; he ſends by whom he will ſend; aud whoever is an 


inſtrument in his hand, he only is truly ſent from above. 
And he that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man but God 10. 


Let the learned, blind, and authorized Pulpits go | 
| forth, 


1 Plal. I. 16. 2 John xiv. 12. 3 Luke i. 17. 


4 Acts i. 15. 1 Cor. xv. 6. 5 Adds ii. 41. 6 He- 
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7 Rom. xvi. 25. 8 Ac xxvi. 18. g John xv. 3. 
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"forth, and ſee what they can do. "They do go forth, 

and can do nothing, They bring forth no fruit y con- 

vert uo ſiuners, the diſtinguiſhing maik of thoſe WhO 
fland not. in God's council. old (faith Goo} they fax, 
bat I did not ſend them 1. But ſuch as you deſpiſe, hall 
Gov often choſen, that he might ſhew-the wonders of 

his grace. Inſtances of theſe are ſo many and ſo unde- 
niable before our eyes, that nothing leſs than: judicial 

_ "blindneſs can make us difbelieve. Ifany, therefore, will nor 
ſee, Gop will judge him for his perverſeneſs. Such are 
always the firſt to diſcern evil, even where there is none; 
but the laſt to embrace the truth, though confirmed by 
thouſand evidences. 5 | 

I leave it now to your choice, either to deny the ſcrjp- 

ture, work miracles, or acknowledge that your atgument 
is falſe. If you do the laſt, then you grant all I contend 
for, and allow there may be iuſpitation where there is no 
power to work miracles, 

P. 80 you would have us be like the apoſtles, and firſt 
chriſtians; and to infer from thetr receiving the Holy 
"Ghoſt, nthat tue are to receive it likewiſe. 

D. Moſt certainly I would have you abide by the doc- 
trine you profeſs, the articles you ſubſcribe, and above all. 
to believe the holy ſcripture. And * I do indeed in- 
fer, from what I find there, that all vain jaugling, and 
- contradiction of God's word, is to be laid ade and that 
the weak reaſon, blindneſs, and ignorance of man, is to 
ſubmit to the truth of Chrift. 1 have already told you, 
that I do not contend for extrzordinaty gilts, healing the 
lick, raifing the dead. But if you deny the ordinary pri- 
vilege, of receiving the ſandifying influences of the Spirit 
of God, then you muſt either maintain that, in our days, 
we come into the world with leſs ſin than the apoltles 
and firſt chriſtians ;—that we have more power by na- 
ture to cleanſe ourlelves than'they had; — that chere are 
tuo ways to heaven, one for them and another for us; or 
own that no man can be poſſeſſed of grace, or have thie 
lealt title 10 glory, without having the ſa me ſpirit which 


— 2 was given to the apoſlles. 
1 +I marvel to fee you ſo afraid of becoming a ſollotuer of 
3 Pen, who through faith aud patience inherit the promiſes 2. 


Have 
1 Jer. xxili. 21, 22, 2 Heb. vi. 12. | 
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Have you forgotten the deplorable mark of the. Lascivi- 


«GUS, SCOFFER, and SENSUAL ? They have or the ſpirit 
It is becauſe you are ſenſual, not of God, not of Chriſt's 
CHURCH, a lover of the world, and the things of the world; 
therefore the love of the Father is not in you 4. You are of 

+ this world, and from beneath, altogether earthly ;. there- 
fore you have no taſte for things above. ; 

P. I doubt not but my condition is as good as yours, 
and that | have as much knowledge and taſte for things 
above; as the reſt of my brethren. | 

D. The mote is your caſe and theirs to be deplored. 
For know this, that * we are.called of God to follow after 
a poſlles, and one greater than all apoſjles, even io be con- 
formed to the image and example of his own Son, in all 
his holineſs, purity, patience, meekneſs, Leavenly mind- 
edneſs, and doing good. God requires it of us; and. it 
is ſuch only he will accept in that day. | 

He ye followers of me, {aith one apofile 5; and take the 
prophets for an example, ſaith another 6. Again, as ye have 
1s for an example 79. Therefore, not to be like the apoſtles, 
28 to rebel againſt God; and to deny that we are to be 

Followers, or imitators of God himſelf 8, is 10 deny the 
word, truth, and authority of- God that has commanded 
it, There are but two paths to walk in, the bread and the 
narrow; but two maſters we can ſerve, God, or Mammon; 
but two likeneffes we can bear, the image of God in true 
holineſs, or the likeneſs of the devil in rebellion, ruin, 
and eternal miſery. Not to be like the holy men of old, 
-apolliles, prophets, martyrs, in their faith, love, pucity, 
crucifixion to the world, and in all the fruts of righteouſ- 
neſs g. is to bear the image of ſatan in his fall, and apo- 
{lacy 3 and it were good ſor ſuch that . thcy bad never 
been born. | | | | 
P. Youlay fo much firefs upon theſe things, that you 
ſecm to forget the chriſtian religion is now eltabiiſhed, 
both by law and cuſtom. ; * N 

D. For this very reaſon we are the more indiſpenſa- 
bly obliged io obcy the voice of God; to under/{and and 
Helieve whatever is ſpoken according to his word; and as 

| | the 
' 3 2 Pet, iii. 3. Jude 19. 4Johnii. 15, 51 Cor. xi..1, 
6 James v. 10. 7 Phil. iii. 17. 2 Phefl. iii. 7. 
$ Eph. v. 1. 9 Gal. v. 22,26. 
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the whole that is required is only to conform to what W 
profeſs; it is the more inexcuſable to refuſe, and cry, E 
will not believe, till 1 behold miracles as a proof that I 
am to regard plain ſcripture, And what if the chriftian* 
religion be eſtabliſhed both by law and cuſtom ; is it efta» 
bliſhed in the hearts and lives of thoſe who profeſs it ? If 
they have not the mind which was in Chrifl 1, walk not as 
his true followers, what does their eftabliſtred religion 
avail ? All true chriſtians are called forth to oxs fight 
of faith' 2, labour of love, and patience of viope 3. and to lay 
hold on the same eternal life 4. It is oxe prize ſet before all. 
ON& hope of our calling 5, owe end and aim; and we have 
all oxe Saviour, judge, and eternal reward: and muſt, 
therefore, be partakers of owns almighty help and beueſit 
of the sur eternal ſpirit.” | E247 

* No man (ſaith Chrift) can come io me except the Father” 
draw kim 6, But ow Lord calls evexy one to himſelf 3; 
therefore the drawings of the Fathei belong to art. He: 
bids us learn of him, and become meek and lowly 8. But 
laith, wirnour me ye can do nothing g; aud I have given 

vom an exumple, that ye ſhould do a Fhave done 1. © Chrift hath: 
left us an example, ({aith the apoſtle) that we ſhould follow hit 
fieþs 2. But to be like Chriſt, wiruour Cri], to be ix the 
ſpirit 3, Live in the ſpirit, wars in the ſpit 4, LED by the” 
ſpirit, sow to the ſpirit 5, $TrxenGTHENED=by the ſpirit, 11. - 
L8D'with the ſpirit 6, and become owe ser with the Lord 7, 
and yet be wiTHorT the'ſpirit, is ſuch groſs ignorance, e- 
gregious folly, preſumptuous and blaſphemous oppolition* 
of the moſt pla.n, and expreſs word of ſcripture, that 
might even make us tremble to think of. 

P. U believe, .as'a great writer hath lately diſcovered, 
that the conflant abode and ſupreme illumination of the Holy 
Spirit is in the ſcriptures : that he is there only as the illamina · 
tor of the under ſlanding, and not in the minds of any. 
D. It has been often obſerved, by different writers, 

E 2 who * 
1+Phil. ii. 5. 2 1 Tim. vi. 12. 3 1 Theſſ. i. 3. 
4 1 Tim. vi. 19. 5 Eph. i. 18. 6Joha vi. 44 
Ifa. xlv. 22. John xii. 32. Rom. v. 18. 
7 Rev xxii. 17. 8 Matt. xi. 29. 9 John xv. 3. 
1 Ib. xiii. 13. 2 1 Pet. ii. 21. 3 Rom. viii. g. | 
4 Gal. v. 18, 25. 5 Ch. vie 18. 6 Eph. v. 15,18; = 
74 Cor. vi. 17. : 
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who ſuppoſed themſelves to live in the dregs of time, that 


theſe kind of diſcoveries were wont to abound whenever 
chriſtianity became a mere nominal profeſſion, And as 


the knowledge of God is but ſmall amongſt ourfelves, more 


of theſe diſcoveries may be expected every day. It is the. 
religion of every carnal mind. Speak to the peaſaut, far» 


mer; or mechanic, of ſeeking the kingdom of God and his - 


righteouſneſs 8. of having an intereſt iu Chriſt, of expertenc- 

ing a ſanctiſying work of the ſpirit, and each will tell you 
\ he has very good books in his houſe.” The rich 
- and great are too refined to regard a bible, or the way to 


heaven: and how eaſy for. men of letters to criticiſe truth - 


into ſcepticiſm.” 


P. I believe you will find this wiiter able to prove his-- 


int. 
D. * So then the ſpirit of graceis not to be * ſent down 
on all biſhops, curates, and the congregations committed- 


to their charge g. Ifit be in the bible, that is ſuffieient; 
the mind and conſcience may remain deſlitute. If the Ho- 


ly Glhofl illuminate the written word, his light and com» 
ort need not cone near the heart, But if you conhne 
le gift of the Holy Ghoſt to the leaves of a book; why 


„ot eternal life ?'Why.muſt there be a RAL kingdom, of 


gor any more than of grace?“ 
P. Can we {peak too honourably of the ſcriptures ? - 


D. No: * You can never honour the written word + 


100 mach. The commandment is a lamp, and the law ts 
ligt i; and the highelt honour done to ſcripture is to be- 
ic ve and obey it. But if you pervert the deſign of ſcrip- 
nre, by putting what is written in the place of God, you 
liſhonour ſcripture, and the Spirit that inſpired it. Che 
ſeripture moſt certainly contains, alt articles of faith, re- 
{utes every evil, and eyforces gvery thing that is good. IT 
leaves no room for diſcoveries of new ſins, new virtues, - 
o1al tradition, commandments of men 2; or any truth not re- 
vealed in that perfect treaſure of unerting wiſdom. To 
add io what is written, is to mar the whole; and to put 
{cripture out of its place, is to tender the word of God of 
no effect 3: One evil leads the blind into a ditch-; the 
| | other, 
8 Prayer for the clergy and peoplo. 9 Matt. vi. 33. 
1 Prov. vi. 23. 2 Matt. xv. 9. 3 Mak vii, 3. 


. 
other, brings down all the plagues that are threatuedl 4# 

P. But he allows the aid of the Holy Spirit under 
certain reſitictions. His reaſonings are very cogent, and 
granting what he aſſerts, it really proves it beſt to admit of 
no inſpiration. | 4 4+) 

D. Then this great divine allows a kind of inſpira - 
tion; and fo reaſons and concludes about it, as io prove 
it beſt to admit of no inſpiration at all! The world are 
obliged to him for his n&w diſcoveries; You need have 
faid nothing of him, as his whole ſyſtem is but the ſame 
infdelity aud trifling that I have refuted before, Alas, 
for ſuch a doctrine of grace One denies the being of God, 
another the truth of revelation, a third the divinity of 
Chriſt, or the perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt : and ſuch © 
caſuiſts imbibe the eſſenee of all theſe errors put together, 
and deſtroy the whole deſigu of Revelation. Row ye not 
that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God diuell- 
ell in yow'5, ? This objection is {therefore levelled againſt 
God himſelf, and points immediately at the declaration 
of the Holy Ghoſt : Such aſſertions deſtroy the deſign of 
ſcripture under colour of ſupporting {cripture ; contradict᷑ 
the truth under pretence of eſtabliſhing iruth ; fight againſt 
Chriſt while they ſeem to contend for Chriſt ; All which is 
the office of Auricuzisr 6. "5. 

l preſume a certain dignitaryſubſcribed the homilies 
as well as you; and though: he be uuacquainted with - 
{ctipture, yet, for the fake- of deceney, he ſhould have 
been conſiſtent with himfelf. In one homily he fub- 
ſcribes, that. not man's wiſdom, but the revelation of 
the Holy Ghoſt, is needful to the underſtanding of (crip- 
ture. And that he profits moſt, who is moſt inſpired” 
with the Holy Spirit 7. In another he ſubſcribes, that 

| E-2:*1 | * godly - 

4 Deut. iv. 2. xii. 32. Proy. xxx. 6. Rev. xxii: 

18, 19. 5 1 Cor. iii. 16.- 6 See the marks of An- 
tichriſt in an ex tract of Dell's ſermon on the trial of ſpi- 
Tits, Page g. &c. For refutation-from the liturgy of the 
church, ſec page 46, a7 and for ſcripture authurity, ſee © 
John xiv. 16, 17, 26, compared with Plal. Ixviii. 18. 
Luke xi. 13. Adds, ii. 38, 39. Rom. viii. 9. 11 13, 


16. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 13. wt. 16, 17. 2 Cor. vi. 16 


Eph. ii. 22. iv. 8. 1 John ii. 26, 27. iii 24, 
7 Homily on reading the ſcriptures, part I, II. 
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* godiy men ſeel God's Holy Spirit influcncing their 
hearts in reading his word 8. But probably your friend 
alſo found 1xTerEST connetted- with ſubſcribing, or cusron 
prevailed, or he ſubſcribed before he conſidered, or ligned in 


a ſenſe, not as the. words implied g ; and therefore the pre- 
late ſets himſelf to pervert the whole deſign of Revelation. 


Wich regard to the being taught of God, by-thegrace and 


illumination of the Holy Spirit, what, as Archbiſhop 
Wake enquires, bas been more expoſed as vain, ridiculous, 


and almoſt fanatical, than to believe that any ſuch aſſiſt- 

ance was either needed by men, or to be obtained of 
Cod 1? Hut let all ſuch as corrupt. the word of. God 2 at- 
tend to an.awful declaration once given to a wicked peo- 


ple, be. thou infiruflcd, lefi my ſoul depart from thee 3. 


* Your own example. and that of many other pulpits, 


in aiteſling what none of you believe, is an inflance of - 
the error and abſurdity of requiring ſubſcription to human 


articles. By this the conſcientious are kept out, and the 
licentious let in. For as the heart cannot be diſcerned, 


there is an unavoidable necefity of taking every maus 


word, which gives an advantage to the Deiſt, the Arian, 
the prophane, and worldling, thoſe whoſe conſciences 
flick at nothing, to fill the pulpits without reſtraint. Be- 
4des, as all human articles and compoſitions will ever 
admit of amendment, ſcruples will always ariſe, to de- 
ter the upright who will not ſubſcribe. what way do not 
cfteem ſcriptural. Let all ſubſcriptions then 


tore ordivation ſubſeribe artieles, howilies, liturgy, &c. 


but getting pieferment, or commencing dignitaries, pub- 


liſh ſuch writings as render them all null aud void. 
F. My author puts things on a better footing ; which 
leads to a rational ſyſlem, to the GRavp #HoORALITY, with- 


out any thing of grace or inſpiration, except what is in 


icripture... 


D-:* That is, he is void of the light of God, lives with- 


out any inward teſtimony of divine favour, and has no 
conception of his fall, and want of being renewed. The 
ſcripture }. 


8 Homily concerning certain places in ſcripture. 
9 Sermon IX. 1 See page 6. 2 2 Cor. ii. 17. 


3 Jer, vi. 8. 


| e made - 
to ſcripture. ALoxe ; if only for theſake of thoſe who be- 
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( 55 ) ; 
ſcripture makes converſion a ſecond creation 4: So the ho- 
milies affirm 5. Either then, this champion makes a 
ſpeculative aſſent to chriſtianity, the lame as to eur on 
the Lord Feſus Chrift 6, or elſe vainly imagines he can be 
regenerated, renewed, created again, merely by inſpiration 
being in the bible: either of which equally ſhews a ſtate 
of heathen ignorance. 

It is part of the daily-crofs, the filling up what it be- 
hind of the ſufferings of Chriſt j to beholt men groping in 
darkn eſs while ſur1 ounded with the light of the written 
word, Lot was vexed from day to day with the filthy conver- 
ſation of the wicked 8, and flill the righteous endure the 
{ame, through them that live in error g. | 

One makes to himſelf a craven tmace 1, and bows - 
down to the ſhrine or tooth of an imaginary ſaint : ano- 
ther allows not worſhip to the brightneſs of the Father s glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon 2: Some make odious - 
that /aw which is * a copy of the eternal mind, a tran-- 
ſcript of the divine nature, the faireſt offspring of the ever- 
laſting Father, the brigheſt efflux of his eflemial wiſdom, 
the viſible beauty of the Moſt High g Others yield io the 
precept, but deny the aid of the ſpirit: Others acknow- - 
ledge his almighty help, but renounce his witneſs 4, and 
the aſſurance of his favour 5. Some comend againſt the 
atonement : others againſt a renewed. natme. One makes 
the ſufferings of Chriſt no more than our example: ano- - 
ther defiles kim with the guilt he bore for ſinners, aud 
makes him an * abominable object. Some are fo pure 
as to have paſſed beyond all need of a fropittetion : others 
affirm that * believers may be. notorious tranſgreſſors, 
and yet have a ſinleſs righteouſneſs in Chriſt,” 

* Theſe are lying fpirits that are gone forth 6, cor- 
ruptors of the word of God 7, handling it deceitfully 8, oppo · 
ſers of the truth, holineſs, aud the honour God. 

F. So then, while you refute others, you ate not _ 

4 Eph. ii. 10. iv. 24. 5 Page 48.'49- | 

6 — xiii. 14. 7 Col. i. 24. 8 2 Peter ii. 7, 8. 

9 Ver. 18. 1 Exod. xx. 4. 2 Heb. i. 3. 

3 Sermon on the original, nature, and properties of 
the law, by J. W. 4 Rom. viii. 16. John v. 10. 

Col. ii. 2. 1 Theſſ. i 5. Heb, vi. 11. x. 22. 

| 84 John iv. 1. 7 2 Cor. ii. 17. 8 2 Cor. iv. 2. 
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fied without making this great champion of the faith a % 


mere infudel? | | 

D. Whatever 1 aſſert, I will prove. Firſt, by re- 
nouncing the ſanctifying influences of grace, he deſtroys 
the efficacy of the goſpel, and therefore overthrows the 
whole ſyſtem of Revelation, Secondly, What he has ad- 
vanced, not only contains the eſſence of deiſm, but ſprings 
from the ſame root, For, in whatever light we view the 
unbeliever, let him pour forth all his objeRions, ſtart eve- 
1y ſoit of difficulty; it comes but to one point he 
knows not Gad, is not conſcious that he has loft his image, 


and therefore diſputes againſl the waſhing of regeneration, 
and-renewing-of the Holy Ghoſt g. 


So thar whether the infidel ſets himſelf againſt G | 


manifeſled in the Its 1, his aTonement for fin. or the 
power of his ſpirit in believers, it all ſprings from this,—— 
he ſees no neceſlity of pariaking of the divine nature 2. The 
fole channel therefore, in which infidelity runs is, the 
believe no guilt derived, no original offence, in which all 
have ſinned, aud for the ſake of which judgment and con- 
demnalton came upon all g, therefore ſee no need of alone- 
ment; they feel not their depravity,- conſequently deny 
the help of the ſpirit.” : 

* Some have fo far a feeble notiou of the neceſſity of 
holineſs, that they ſeek to eflabli/h their own righteouſneſs 4: 
other have a blind apprehenſion of being born of the ſþi- 
rit 5, fo as to ſcek it without a Mediator making atone- 
ment for their tranſgreſſions. Here is 1efined infidelity. 
But as ſure as the heavenly birth muſt take place of the 
fallen nature, and we experience a real change from earth- 
ly to heavenly deſire, io muſt peace be made by the blood of 
te croſs 6, and this reconciliation be as really felt as we 
diſcern the difference between a mind not ſubjef to the - 
law of God 7, and one that meditates therein day and night 8. 

Io defend chriſtianity, and deny the gilt of the ſpirit; 
or to acknowledge this power in changing our nature, with- 
out owning the blood that made atonement, or to embrace 


what Chrift has done for us, without feeling its efficacy, is 


9 Tit. ii. 3. 11 Tim. iii. 6. 
2 2 Peter i. 4. 3 Rom. v. 12, 18, 19. Eph. ii. 3. 
4 Rom. x. 3. 5 John iii. 3. 6 Col. i 2. 
7 Rom. viii. 7. 8 Plal. i. 2. 
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flumbling-block that keeps deiſls from the faith. He is ex - 


( 39": 
fill to be untegenerate, aliens, flrangers from the covenant,” 
without hope 8. The one is Jewi/k darkne(s ; the other, - 
ſecret deiſm, | | 
N. There are fome perſons of great reputation for-pie- 
ty; who ſpeak-againſt atonement being made for fin. 

D. There are ſome who have a name to lice; and are 
dead 9 ; the more grievous that ſuch - ſhould be efleemed 
any thing but what moves to pity, and the abhorring of 
their unbelief. I know an eminent writer often admired 
lor exaltiug Chriſt, whilſt he derides his gropitiation for 
fin. Some of his admirers affum-that he believes the 
doctrine now, becauſe he embraced it thirty: years ago,; 
notwithRlanding his later writings ſpeak of the fiction of 
atonement, the folly of debtor and creditor, and call it-a 


tolled for converting infidels : but to convert inbdels.by 
giving up the death of Chriſt as an atonement for offences, 
is the ſame as to convert a Pepiſt by turning idolater, a 
Turkby owning Mahomet for Meſſiah,” or a Jew by. deny 
ing 79/usof Nazareth to be the Son of God. : , 

P. Aſter all you can ſay, if the doctrine of inſpiration - 
be allowed at all, it ſhould be confined to ſeripture, or 
elle allowed to have been in Chrrft only: And that with- 
out any farther witneſs of the ſpirit. * To belieur. ie Bis 
ble, this is faith. 

D. This faith, we have already obſerved 1 from the-- 
homilies, the devils chemlelves have. And is this all 
that is meant by believing in Chriſt ? Amazing ! that ſo. 
many will ſign articles and homiles, aud then renounce 
them! What ſhall the end of theſe things be! Indeed, 
too many of thoſe, who in our days, are goſpel preachers, 
only. get ſo much light as to fall into a fit. They catch 
Hold of the ſound ct ſcripture, but go from the feaſt ; and 
foriſake the error of the wicked, only fo. far as to fight 
againſt true experience. I grant that, about two hundred 
years ago, divers holy perſons maintained ſentiments like 
{ome of theirs ; but it ſhould be. conſidered, they were, 
at that time, juſt emerged from the darkueſs of popery. 
Yet, notwithſtanding this diiadvantage, light and darknefs 
are not more oppoſite than the life of faith as deſcribed by 
Bolton, Preſton, Ambroſe, Aline, Rec. and that of * "I 

rau 
8, Eph. ii. 12. 9 Rev. iii. 1. 1 Page 335. 
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dern pteachers, who ſtrive to ſupport theſe docltines by 
their authority. % 

But to return to your argument. Why may we not 
confine heaven and eternal life to ſeripture or to Chriſt, 
as well as the influence of the Holy Spirit? If one, why 
not the other? This is ſo like the doQrine of ſome mo- 
dern teachers, that | think the doctor has learned his leſ- 
ſon from their creed. lt is all of a piece; book inſpiration, 


book belizving, holineſs in Chriſt only, and not implanted - 


in his people. 
P. What ! this great author a plagiary ? 

D. It is no new thing for certain profound Theolo- 
gifts to make new dilcoveries that were broached ſome 
hundred years before. For inſtance, the great diſcovery 
he has fo long gloried in, is no other than what Calbin 
mentions, in his inſtitutes. to have been a common opi- 
nion of the Baptiſis of his me, and what he ſeems to 
charge upon Servetus as one of his pernicious errors —— 
* That the Jews kuew nothing of eternal life ; and that their 


promiſes and adminiſtration had no other proſpett but to lempo--- + 
ral advantage 2. Aud yet this idte dream contains the 


eſſence of the Legation Bodk.” Again, his leading prin- 
ciple throughout the dofrine of grace, is exactly the ſame 
with a deteſtable production of the laſt century publiſhed. 
in the United Provinces, and refuted by the eminently 


learned and pious Mrs. 4. Schurman, in four pages 3 of- 


a latin treatiſe, entitled Eyxanyrta 4. Indeed, ſo exact a 


likeneſs appears between the two performances, that if 
this great woman had been a prophetels, and foreſeen 


what would have been publiſhed in England a hundred 
years after, her judicious and ſpitited remarks could not 
have been mote to the purpoſe. 


P. | bud nothing will do ; but at all hazards, we muſt - 


have inſpiration, 


D. As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are ihe © 


ſons of Cod 5; and no man that is led by that ſpirit can 
deny his manifeſtation and indwelling power. God can- 
not deny himſelf 6. If any deny the gift of God, it is on 

| no 

2 See Collier s dictionary, under the word Anazar- 

TISTS. 3 From pages 78 to 81. 4 A good inheritance, 
alluding to the grace ot the Holy Spirit in believers. 
5 Ram. viii. 14. 6 2 Tim. ii. 13. 
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no other prineiple, for no other reaſon, but-becauſe' they 
have not rec-zved it themſelves : and they receive not, be- 


cauſe the aſk not ; for God giveth the Holy Ghoft to them 


that obey im 8. But if any are void of the Holy Spirit, 


then the evil one has real poſſeſſion of them : for. all are 
under the influence of one ſpirit or the other, they have 
all a maſter whom they ſerve. Some lie to the Holy Ghoſt q ; 


others deny his gperations 1, becauſe they are governed 
by the ſpirit that worketh. in the children of diſobedience 2. 
For truly, there is but oxs door for the ſheep to enter, 
oxe paſture to feed on 3; ons renewing of the. Holy Ghoſt -4 ; 
aud no other way to pleaſe God, or be accepted by him. 
And laſtly, let it ſuffice, to put an end to ſuch ridiculous 
ſtrife of words, that the declaration of an inſpired apoſtle, 
the ſame hour the Holy Spirit was poured out is, that 
remiſſion of fins and the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, was not con- 
fined to themſelves, but extended to ALL that were afar off 5. 
. I warrant by this time you think I am confuted, if 


not converted. But I muſt fill tell you, that I look upon 
it all as rank enthuſiam. 


D. Then the ſpirit. convincing. of. ſen 6, our. mourniug 
aſter God 7, our rejoicing in hope 8, is diſlraction and too 
much religion. 1 have proved my afſeruons to be the 
Plain undeuiable word of ſcripture, confirmed by the ex- 
perience of God s people. Yet, after all, you dare affirm 
it nothing but madneſs. Pray, what is your notion of 
an enthuſiaſt ? | | 

P. One that fancies himſelf inſpired, or under the influ- 
ence of the Holy GHH, when in ſa he ts not.” Such I think 
are all our modern pretenders to inſpiration. 

- D. This falls heavy upon, — and ſuch as vainly 
imagine themſelves to be chriſtians, * whey in fact they 
are not. The biſhop aſked, at your ordination, this 
ſolemn queftion : */Do you truſt you are inwardly moved. 
by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you this office and miniſtration ?" 
To which you as ſolemnly anſivered * | TrvsT so. Bi- 


-ſhop Burnet well obſeryes, If auy man fays, I truſt ſo, 


-that 
7 Matt. vii. 7. Luke xi. 13. James iv. 2. | 
8 Acts v. 32. 9 Ver 3. -1 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
2 Eph. ii. 2. 3 John x. 7, 9. 4 Tit. ii. 5. 
5 Adds ii 38, 39. 6. John xvi. 8. 7 Matt. v. 4. 
8 Rom. xu. 18. ö 
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"that yet-knows nothing of any ſuch motion, he lies to the 
Holy Ghoſt, and makes his firſt approach to the altar 
with a lie in his mouth ; and that not to man, but to 


"God 9. Now, Sir, if all the modern pretenders to in- 
ſpiration be enthuſiaſts, then you are cenainly one. If 


the Holy Ghoſt had really moved you, could you have 


denied his inſpiration ? If he did not, then you * ma- 


.gined yourſelf to be under his influence, when in fad you 


were not: And therefore out of your own mouth, you 
are proved an enthuſiaſt. f ; 

P. I look upon the words as mere form; and I uſed 
them only as a neceffary ſtep to preferment. 

D. 80, in order to get clear of enthuſiaſm, you are not 
aſhamed: to own yourſelf a hypocrite. Who do you 
think will ever truſt you again, when you can'fſo readily 
ſpeak one thing and mean another? 

P. 1 — nothing you are pleaſed ta think of me. 
The mullitude is on my ſide, not yours. 

D. The multitude of enthuſiaſts and diſſemblers. 


P. If we diſpute till next ſabbath, you will never per- 


ſuade me to embrace your ſentiments. 

D. I am grieved at the perverſeneſs and hardneſs of 
your heart. Indeed brother, I fear you will add fin to 
ſin till you are paſt recovery. Truly, you have grievouſ- 
ly © erred, and firayed like a loft theep.” Tou have 
woefully + followed the devices and deſires of your own 
heart, and are become a moſt * miſerable offender 1. 
However, I would charitably hope you are not yet ont 
of the reach of divine mercy. I ſhall, therefore, offer n 
tew things more to your confideration, and then, adicu. 
The firſt I ſhall ſpeak of is holineſs. 

P. Let me hear you deſcribe what you have ſo much 

inſiſted upon. | 

D. I mfiſt upon it, becauſe without holineſs no man /hall 
fee the Lord 2. It is that which Chriſt purchaſed with 
his own blood. He gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity ; and purify io hamſelf a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works 3. Without this, we have no 
part in him, J any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature 4. 

It 
[ 9 See his Paſtoral Care. 1 Confeſſion. 2 Heb. xii. 14. 
3 Tit, ii. 14. 4 2 Cors v. 
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11 is the image of God engraved on the ſoul./ lis deute 


is the partaking of the divine nature 1: Having the mind whick 
was in Chriſt 2: The loving God with all the heart, and foul, 
and flreng th, and our neighbour at ou ſelves 3. Its dutivard 
forta is * mercy, and fidelity 4, ; — itſelf to be 
pure, peacable, genile, and full of good fruit 3. _— 
ſhort of ts, is the holineſs of the: golpel.'” 

P. Vou afloniſh me! Is it poſſible for a mani to be 
harmleſs, free from groſs ſins, juſt in his dealings, chari- 
table to the poor, attend the means of grace, and Je all, 
deſtitute of holineſs ? I cannot believe it. 

D. Believe, or not believe, it is certaitily true. What 
farm had the unfrofitable ſerrant — What vice is 
charged on the fooliſh virgins 6 ? Suppoſe a man as free 
from enormous crimes as theſe ; as juſt, and 2 
ſtrict as the Phariſer 75, yes, though he beftowwed- Al is 
goods to feed the poor, and gave his bedy to he hurned, without 
the charity that ſuffereth long and is hind, that ;ſeeketh not her 
own, that all _— * r all Wy » pc 
its him nothing 8. 
 Þ.:Yow are dlways | for. arryiag phings to n 
I do not believe that any one ever came op do this. Wees 
you have men live without ſin ? „ 
D. it l no wonder you believe not me, When 7 re- 
jet the whole reflimony of feripture g. with whith my 


liturgy perfectly agrees Vonchlafe to keep us this 


day WITHOUT' SIN 1. Grant that this ilay we fall 
into x0 six, but that ALL our donags may be ordered b 
thy governance, to do ALWAYs'Whar is righteons in thy 
fight 2 From AlL six, good Lord defiver' us 3. 
Make us clean from aut $i 4. Agun, Qleavile the 
thonghts of our hearts by the inſpiration oÞ tliy Holy 
—_ that we may 'PERPECLLY' £OVs FWER* 59:5 Bait how 
62 011.4: 11915 3G 7 Fas en t £2212" often 
'1 2 Peter i. 4. 2 Phil. ii. 3. 8 Luke x. 2 
4 Mat. xxiii. 23. See notes on the ue uta ment, by 
1 1. 5 James ii 19, 6 Mat. xxv.' 7 Luke xviii: 11. 
8 1 Cor. xi 3, 7. Se notes on ibe hew'tetament, 
dy J. W. g See 2 Cor. viii 1. 1 Theft. iin 
eiiie Tus ii. 14. 1 Peter i. 155 16.011 John 6 iii. 
V. 6, 9. 1 Te Deum. 2 Third SGT fri, | 
3 Os. : 4\ Communion for Chi 0 ; 
5 Pisyer before the coinmandmenis. / 
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oſten have you mocked God, and offered the ſacrifice 
F — fools, by uſing words you neither underſtood, nor be- 
lieved ! IT epi 
P. I am weary of hearing ſo much of chiss. 
D. Yer I maſt fill proceed; for * ſome of you pul- 
pits deny the eternal and ſupreme Godhead of Chriſt aud 
the Holy Ghoſt. In my creeds 6, liturgy, and articles; 
I aſcribe equal wor/hip, adoration, . glory, dominion, "life, 
reign, and eternity to the Son and Spirit in unity with the 
Father 7: | = 


* The old and new teſtament do the fame. Before the 


coming of Chriſt in the fle h, the prophet calls him the 
mighty Cod, Faruer 8 or aTERAITY.) When his _ 

v3 ne 6 CAT: ö | Me n rew 

6 The ſubſtance of the Aathanaſian Creed. we may 
«preſume, vas never exceeded by any human compoſition. 
The truly ſcriptural confeſſion of the eternity, equality, and 
unity of the triune Godhead, cannot be ſufficiently eſteem- 
ed: But we do not contend for the prefatory and conclud- 
ing clauſes which are an led. Salvation and. damnation 
ſhould be conbred io ſcripture, and not be tacked to any 
human compoſition ..\ubleription, or inſtitution whatever. 
To ſentence is the ſole prerogative of Chriſt, He only 
is our LAWGtvEer, has (he keys of hell and death. Rev. i. 18. 
and is able to /ave aud dgfiroy, James iv. 19: Let none pre- 
4umeto invade his place, leſt iz be deemed equal to ſay · 
ing, Iamus, Luke xxi. 8 * Whoſoever will be ſaved, 
-betore all things it is neceſſary the he repent,, and believe 
the goſpel, Mark i. 15. and thoſe who. © undaubtedly pe- 
Tiſh,” are they that believe not, Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 
3 N the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 4 
| 1. 5 nenn t d: 5 5 
17 Ses articles firfl, ſecond, and bftb; Necene and Aa- 
* creeds, catechiſm, litavy, the benedictions, doxolo- 
gies, prayer of St. CH m ln the time of dearth, 
.cffice of baptiſm and confirmation, petition. in plalm in 
viſitation of the fick, colleRs for fiſt and third Sundays in 
Advent, St. Siephen, Thomas, and Matthew, ſixth Sunday 
aſter Epiphany, firſt in Lent, Septuageſima. Chriſtmas, 
Good-tz lay, : Eaſter, Aſceuſion, and Whit-ſunday 
for the Kiugt preface on the feaſt of Trinzty, prayer and 
doxology in communion fervice, general tkaukigiviag. 

4 Ila. ix. 6. See the marginal reading. 
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tiewaigh, cis angel called him EAN, God will us 8. 
At his baptiſm the Father bore: witneſs by a voice from 
heaven 3 and the Spirit deſcended like a dove in a bodily 
{ha 

78. bell entrance into the covenant of grace, is in” 
the name and perſon of Chriſt joined with the Father and 
Spirit, The ſcriptures aſcribe all the titles, offices, and- 
afs to Chriſt, which are attnbuted to God. Whatever 
the prophets ſpake of the Fatherin the old teſtament, the 
_— apply to Chriſt in the new 1. 

P 2 * Chriſt 

8 Mauth. i. 23. 8 in \ John xx. 28. and 
Acts xx. 28. is the emphatic particle which makes it Tyr 
God; for the want of which, in ſome places, the -Arians- 
have made much;objeQion-againſt the Godhead of Chriſt, 

g Luke iii. 22. Elie, in his Sociuian controverſy, re- 
moves this objection to the Divinity of the Holy Ghofſt;-- 
as if he appeared in the form of a 17 by ſhewing 
that. both the original, and the ſenſe of the paſſage, 
prove the contrary ; and that the reſemblance of dove 
related only to the manner in which the glory of the Holy 
Ghoſt came down, and abode upon the Son of God 
12 32, 5, The bodily ſhape was the divine She- 

chinah, or of the Lord, Yhich appeared to the ſhep- - 
berds, Luke ii. g. 10 Moſes and the prophets before. Ihe 
gentle, hovering deſcent was like that of a dove. © 

1 * Compare Ex. iii. 14. with John viii. 38. Hoſea - 
i. 7. Pf. Ixxxii. 8. Deut. vi. 4. IIa. vi. 9. 10. 
with John xii. 41. he is called Lond of Hosts (Jenovan 
of SABsOATAH] Whetever Lord is printed in capitals in the 
old teſtament it is Jehovah, which the bittereſt enemies of 
Chriſt s divinity are conſtrained to acknowledge the moſt 
ſupreme title of Gop.” 

For a fuller explanation of this important point. and 
of the divinity of Chriſt and the Spirit, ſee Fones's Catholic 
Do#trine of the- Trinity; a moſt eompleat treatiſe, in which 
the ſcriptures of the old teſtament are conipared with pa- 
rallel places in the new. The remarks are ſhort, and 
weighty, the arguments new, ſtriking, and fo convincing, 
that all who know the truth will be conſtrained to adore 

God for preparing an infirument for fo glorious a work. - 
In particular, he fcripturally refutes the falfe gloſſes hi- 
therto put on 1 Cor, xv. 24. and overthrows, beyond 
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Ariſt faith: to the Jeus, IJand ny Father are onen 
Neither Moſes nor any of the prophets ever utteted à fh. 
gle word that could poſſibly be underſtood as claĩming the 
uature, office. or authority of Gop ; but our Lord's hear 
ers ſo underſtood his words, charged him with blaſphemy, 


and ſioned him; becaufe he, being a man, made himſelf 


Gop 3. Upon theſe occafions, our Lord always confirmed: 
what he had firſt aflrrted 3 by which he increaſed the of- 
tence he had before given 4. If therefore we own not 
Chriſt to be God, we make him a deceiver. Either he: 
3s Equal with the Father, ora mere impoſtor. The diſ- 
pute turns wholly-.on-this——- Whether the New-Teſta- 
ment be the word o/ God, or a fable? Whether Chriſt 
has taught us the true wor/bip of God, or idolatry 7 0 
* The promiſes are made iu the name of Chrzft, equal- 
ly with God: Supplications- ate made by ALL in Vir 
FLACE to Chriſt; : Sometimes the name of Chrift is placed 
alone; becauſe of bis union with the Father and. Spirit; 
1o that in worſhipping one perſon, the whole Trinity are 
included. Sometimes the name of Chrift is put with the 
Father and Spirit 6+: Sometimes before the name of eithes 
the Father or Spirit 7; The proofs of. our Lord's divis 


" nity are ſo many and ſo irręſiſlible, that A, ius has no- cauſe 


1% upbraid even a blind Papiſt wuh abſurdity. Even 
iſin and Deiſm are more conſiſteu: than 4:1aniſm, - 
P. How do you prove: that? a 
D. 1 prove is chu: * Ifrthere be no God, Ain 
| rey would 
2+,covery, the ſubtle reaſoning of Dr. Clarke, the father of 
m1 >de:n Sucinianiſm, demonſtrating his miſcoſtructiou of 
ne Greek, as well as the meaning of Chriſt in Maith. xix. 
. See allo a later author Ge/ton, in his Scripture ack 
«nt of the faith and practice of chriſtians, in which are ſes 
ral thoufand ſcriptures judiciouſly ranged under proper 
heads, and, in particular, the ſupreme God-head, tiiſes, 
« tices, of Chi, and the, Holy Ghoſt, are collected in 
due order, aud what in ſome paits of fcripture is aſcrib- 
io one perſon of the Trinity, is proved in others to be 
taparately applied to all. | 
9 John x. 30. 3 Ver. 30. 33. 4 Letter to the 
Monthly Reviewers, by C. P:p. 2, 3. 5 1 Cor. i. 2. 


. Matt. xxviii. 19. 1 Theſſ. iii. 11. Rev. i. 4, 5, . 


3 2. Cor. xiii. 14. 2 Theſſ. ii. 16. 5 
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would be true: If the Chriſtian Revelation be falſe, Det 
Im might be true. But Arianiſm is a ſhapeleſs monſter * 
that will ſuit with nothing; a blunder that can only ex- 
iſt in falſe ideas, or none at all. For if our Lord be 
only allowed capable of ſpeaking with as much propriety * 
| as others; and inſpired men to expreſs themſelves, as - 
well as thoſe who have not inſpiration; then it is a vx- - 
MONST& ATION that Chri/F is the moſt high Gov, 
For no man that ſpeaks intelligibly, ever uſes fuch 
expreſſions that leave his hearers at a loſs whether he af - 
firms or denies, aſſerts this thing or the other. If his 
ideas are falſe, his arguments inconcluſive, yet he is al- 
ways underſtobd to mean what he does mean, and nothing 
8 beſides. Now our Lord fofpake to che F#ws, and the apo- 
files fo ſpake to the Chriſtian Churches, that if Chrift be 
8 not very Gov, the goſpel they preached has been of no 
| benefit ; brought no light; but rather obfeured'what we 
had before. It has only taught us idolary ; and the 
Fewiſh diſpenſation, which is called darkneſs 8, muſt be pre- 
ferable to the new covenant, None ever doubted from 
the old teſtament who was God, or whether there were 
more than ons Junovan 9. And if the new teſlament 
has rendered it uncertain, then the promiſes of zLEs31NGS, 
LiCHT, and xwowWLeDus to be given in the latter days, 
vaniſh into nothing. | 
If Chrift be not the moſt high God, he was not even 
a righteous perſon, and Arius is falſe in owning him either 
* — or to be a good man. But if Chriſt be what he 
affirmed of himſelf, then Ariauiſm is a lie again God, 
a blaſphemy from the father of lies, who abode not in the” 
truth 1. So that whether Chri/t be, or be not God, Arian» - 
iſm is a barefaced cheat, and lie'againſt the truth. 
. CConſider that glorious Riva which God gave 
s RJ unto Chrift, as he was ſon of man. There he is diſplayed 
in all his characters, kiman; ſacrificial, and divine. No 
ſooner is he introduced as one that receises, bat he is 
owned to be one with God, and God ſupreme, iu the high- 
eſt characters of the Father, in the ſame words 2, and 
cory and poMinton ate aſcribed to him, with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, | ty | 
of t Three” 


$-Jokn it, 8. 9 Dent. vi. 4. Pſa. Ixxxiii. 18. 
1 John viii. 441. 2 Rev. i. 8. 
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Tee are mentioned, and theſe three ate called 


11M 4: Therefore the glory is-aſcribed to three that aue 
OXE ; Or the whole is given: to Chriſt, as being the al thas 


is ſpoken of. 


Abe. Holy Choſt i is repreſented as ſeven; to fer "S844 5 
his manifold operations 5, which were ſoon io be mani- 


ified by his.. executing; what was coming on the, earth. 
And as the number of. ſeals io be opened, trumpets io be 
jounded, vials to be poured out, were ſeven ; he is ſtiled 


- ſeven, becauſe of being the almighty agent 10 full them. 


+ The ſupreme Godhead of Qhriſt is its own evidence, 
and nothing but himſelf dwelling in the heart, can truly 
make known his divinity. All that know the only true 
Gop and Jeſus Chrift 6, feel this truth within them, and 
know that Jeſus is the moſt high God. Wichout. this 


communion of the Holy Ghoſt, our profeſſion of Cuil x 


and his divinity. ate mere words. 


An Arian will never periſh becauſe he rejects an oþi- 
nion, but becauſe he hath not the Son, therefore he hath not 


life . If he experienced a ſaving work, he would aſſur- 


edly-know what manner of perſon bis Saviour was. An 


Athanaſren will not be ſaved, becauſe of his right opinion. 


Ik his beliet of Chriſt's divinity be only..notion-and aſſent, 
he is gpm, in the account of Gov, and ſtands in nerd 


of the very firſt principles of religion, repentance towards 
Gov, and faith-towards our Lord Jefus Chrill 8. The-rock 
our Lord built his church upon g, is the knowledge of 
himſelf, revealed by.the Spirit of Gap. It is not awal- 


{ent io crceds, or learning fram_ human compalitions, but 
Chriſt in us the hope of glory 1. 


* This tsthe rock our Lord ſpake of to Peter L.. Ou 
{this rock, were built, all that were ever ſaved; on the 
tame rock will be built ali who are followers of them, who, 
through failh, and patience, inherit the promiſes 3. Againſt 


this rock the gates of hell never could prevail; over every 
other foundation, ſatan, fin. the love of the world have 
always ttiumphed ; no believing, no evidence. {hort olthis 
record from above, being able to ſauctify a fallen nature. 


P. What you have ſaid of the diviuity of 1 = 1 


let 
4 Verſe 5, 6. 5 Zech. iv. 10 6 John xvii. 4 


7 1 John v. 12. 8 Acts xx. 21 9 Matth. xvi. 16, 18. 


5 Col. i. 27. 2 Heb. vi 12 3 Matt xvi. 18 


„ eee 


LS 1 a > as m6 A Gs» 2M ”T 


(6) 

" 087; let go. I muſt diſlike your account of faith; knowing* 
" lin» forgiven, and carrying liolineſs to ſuch 4 height.” | F* 
at ſee, that from every topic you would prove the neceſſity 
of inward evidences. I like the ſentiments of others beſl; 


th - and there are not wanting. 'pulpits of reputation who - 
- think you carry theſe points too fan. 
A. D. Whoever you- mean, I perceive this, you are for 
de oppoling me in every thing, and are always ready to em- 
d brace the errors ef every one that is miſtaken.” It is 
2 true, from every topic, I ſtrive for the hope of the goſpel 4 
o, contending earneſtly for the-faith once delivered to the- ſdints. 53 
y becauſe upon this rock of internal evidence, and following 
ie Chriſt in goſpel holineſs, conſiſis che whole of true reli- 
d gion. For as without natural life a. man is nothivg ;: ſo 
as all profeſſion of Chriſt, without his ſpirit iu us, is a life» 
A > leſs carcaſe. 4 . 55%; Mid at; 

J I fear indeed, that ſome of · theſe pulpits of reputation 
— exceedingly over- value {hemſekoes;' deſpiſmg thoſe who - 
& are more abundant in labour and ſucceſs, whom God has 


'- in all things preferred to them. Let ſuch remember they 

n owe to thefe, as inſtruments in his hand,” all their beſt 

. awakenings, deſires, and ſearches after truth; all che li- 

. tle light they have received, into · a ſnall part of his word. 

1 which the falſely call the whole ſcope: of the goſpel. For the 

5 moſt they contend for, amouuts but to faith Wirnour af- 

k Jurance 61 Believing wirnour the teftimony 7 ! Juſtification 

f WiTHOUT,yfeace 8! Pardon wWirnour knowing it g Goſpel 

- WITHUUT the law of holineſs 21 Adoption witnouT the ]. 

t neſs 3 Sons of God uf being led, hy the Spirit 41 Sal- 
ration in ſin 5 ! The crown of life wirnour the grofs 6, 

1 wir hour enduring-to the end 7 t 


: Nor are they ſatisfied with only making void the 
word and counſel of God: This ſeems too little ; unleſs 
they are allowed to ſet up their own attainments of peace 
and afſurance, and to maintain %% to be the only flandasd ' 


> BE A = a, - 
* 


of chriſtian experience, all that is needful, if not all that 
£ 1 k X ' s 4 , TIT Fo. 7 a : 18 
4 Col. i. 23. 5 Jude 3. 6.1 John i. 19. 7 Chap. 
v. 10 8 Rom. v. 1 9 Pfal. xxxii. 5 cit. 3 1 Cor. ii. 
12. 2 Ram. viii. 4 1 Cor ix. 21 Gal. vi. 2 Ja. i. 25. 
3 Rom viii, 45, 16 Gal. iv. 6 4 Rom vii. 14 
* 5 Matt. i. 21 1 John iii. 8 6 Mark viii. 34 Luke ix 
24. Rev ii. 10 7 Matt x. 22 Rev ii. 10, 26 ; 
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is poſſible to be received. This is indeed, to render the © 
power of thegoſpel of little efficacy, to make light of he 


promiſes which are in Chi Fefus, damp the earneſt per- 
fant, prayer, and expectation which the Spirit of God en- 


-kindles in the faithful mind. 


© It is really amazing, that ſome who are ſo averſe to 
the law, that they cannot endure the very ſound of the 
word, but reje& its precepts and obligations to obedience, 
under pretence of exalling that goſpel which was inſtitu- 


ted to reſtore life and power to the heart, yet are ſo ena- 


moured with the darkneſs of the ceremonial diſpenſation, 
that they blend it with the bght of the gofpel, mix old 


teſtament experience with the new, and ſee no abſurdiiy 


in calling them one and the ſame thing. 


P. Is it then abſurd to call them the ſame ?* What is 


the difference? Ky 


D. It is contrary to truth, and to the prophecies, + 
which foretelt the glory that ſhould follow the ſufferings of 


Chriſt 6. It is deſtroying” the very hope of the goſpel, 


bringing 


6 For a full.confirmation of this point, fee Ia. iv. 2, 6: 
Vi. 3. Xi, 6, 10. xii. 1, 6. Xxiv. 23. xxv. 6, 9. 


XXV1. 1, 6. xvii. 3, 6. xxviti. 5. >xxxii. 1,5, 15. 


18. xxxiii, 5, 6, 21, 24, 35. Compare-thefe pa ſſages 


with John vii. 37 38. Rev. xxii. 17. 


Again, ſee fa. xl. 1, 5, 9, 11, 31. xlii. 6. 16. 


x7" Ws 19. compared with Fer. iii. 16. 2 Cor. iii. 
7, 18. 1 
See alſo Jſaiahxliv. 3. xlix. 9, 10. li. 11. lii. I. 


I, 3, 11, 22. Ixi. Mi. Ixiv. 4. compared with 1 Cor. 


Bi. 9, 10. If. Izv 17,25, 26 Ixvi. „ 14 
See likewiſe Tech. ix. g, 17. xiv. 9, 20, 21. com- 
pared with Matt, xi. 11. | | 


I refer but 10 a ſmall part of what might have been 
colleQed. and ſcarce to any but the prophet Iſaiah. But 


the Pſalms and other prophecies, ſpeak expreſſly of a time 
of righteoſneſsand peace, that was not enjoyed under the 
old covcnant, which the prophets knew was not to them- 
ſelves, but id us, 1 Peter i. 12. See alſo the whole epiſtle 


to the Acbrews, particularly chap. vii. 18, 19. vii: 6. 


14. Xii. 22, 24. wherein is proved, beyond diſpute, 


the ſuperior excellency of the Chriſtian, above the 7ewiſi 


diſpenſation ; and the enjoyment of privileges; through 
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4 69 Y j 
bipgagy the ſcripture-marks; and tvidences of evangelital® 
righteovſheſs, dow to our'own early experience, infteatt* 
of labouting to attain what the {cripture ſets 'before us. 
It is 60 other than ſuitiug ſpiritua things to the carnal: 
mind, becauſe our own atlainment⸗ may chauce to prove, 
that we ourſelves are behevers upon no other prieciple, 
and ſtand upon no beiter foundation 

* The deſign ot God in giving us the cooſolations of 
grate, is to deſtroy fin, and work righieoufneſs in us. 
Sv: far as we attain this, alt is ſure: ſo far as we fail; we 
miſs'the whole" end of Chriſt's being | given for us. We 
are made partakers of: Cliriſt. and are Hr houſe ; ir we hold faf 
our confidence ; ; and the beginning of it $TEDrFaSF unto THE 
END 1. 

O modern teachen I whew will you 9500 Chriſd 
the Lord? When exalt his name, aud promote his in- 
reteſt? H long will you follow aftervanity 2? putting the 
idols of your own imagination in the place of —— from 
the heart 5 ? Alas, for this legal Ipirit! This differing no- 
tion. from a ſervant 4 ; this bondage and fear of death-5, , wich- 
out adoptian 6 ; the Holy Ghoſt notigiven 7. walking. in-dark- 
neſs, and no light 8; veil on the heart g: a law that makes 
nothing perfe 1 ; ignorance of God s righteouſneſs, eflabliſh- 
ing their own 2 ; 'rejefing faith: 3 5- boaſt ef | the law, and 
breaking tie law 4 ; without fliength 5 Made of things to 
come 6: leiter whichehilleth 73 a meniſtration of death and 
condemuation 8; a'covenant to vaniſſt a ỹ᷑Ʒð . 

* On the contrary, behold the goſpel! The- veil dons 
away 1; the darkneſs pat. the true light ſhining 2; with oben 
face W—_— the glory of the Lord 35 changed into the ſams 

image 

faith i in Chriſt, ſuperior to the moſt diſtinguiſhing favours 
ever vouchſaled to the ſeed of Abyalam: For E 54 ex- 
r ſee a letter to Mr. P——e, by C. P. e 
1 Heb 4ii. 6, 14 2. Pfal iv. 2 3 Rom vi. 25 | 

4 Gal iv. 1 5:Heb-ii. 13. 6 Gal iv. 5 7 Johu vi 39 
8 lia J. 10 92. Cor iii. 15 1 Heb: vii. 19 | 

2 Rom x. 3 3 Rom ix. 31 4 Rom if. 23 | 

5 Chap v. 6 viii. 3 6 Col ii. 17 7 2 Corll 6 

8 2 Cor iii. 7, 9. 9 Heb viii. 13 1 2 Cor i. 14 

Heb vi. 14 271%. 8 Iſa lx. 19, 20 John i. - 

2 Cor iv. 6 Eph v. 8 TIEN 10 1 n. 

3 2. Cora iii. 18 > 


670 
image 4; Knowledge of God 5 obedience of faith 6; gift” 
of righteouſneſs. abundance of grace 7 Freedom from. the law 
of ſen and death 8; juſtification of life g ſervants of righte- 
Oouſneſs 1,' grace and truth 2; miniſtration of the Spirit 3. bet. 
ter covenant, beiter promiſes 4; better hope, that maketh per feft 5 
entering the/oeil 8 entering into reſt j; no condemnation 83 
law of liberty g: law of the ſpirit of life 1 ; power of an end- 
tefs life 2; love ſhed abroad; by the Holy Ghoſt 9 ; ſpirit ſhed 
abundantly 4: waſhed ſanflified. guſtified 5; preſerved in 
Ekrift Zeſus 6; partakers of Chrift ;; partakers of" the Holy 
Ghoſt 5; partakers of the divine nature g; undlion from the 
Holy One, and knowing all things 1 ; children 2; heirs of the 
premiſe 3; heirs of God, joint heirs with Chriſt 4 ; abundant - 
lifes ; eternal life 6; peace ; ſirength 8; vitloy g 
things that cannot be ſhaken 1 @ kingdom that cannot be 
moved 2; all things become new 4 | n Þ td} 
All preachers therefore, whole doctrines and expe- 
rience-go no farther than this legal ſpirit of darkneſs, bon- 
dage, ſin, the want of comfort, &c: are legal preachers 2 
Thoſe who teach and experience the glorious privileges 
of the goſpel, light, liberty, holineſs, and joy in the 
Lord, arc goſpel preachers.” | | 
P. Without entering into the merits of. this diſpuie 3 
alter all you have ſaid on the point of holineſs, ſome are 
of opinion*that the preaching of the law, aud good works f 
fo ſtrenuouſty, is a great hindrance to the goſpel. x 
hh. _ are fo; and thereby prove, that though F 
c 
c 
t 


= & > 2.%*> ss 


meas wy SHS 


the light ſhineth, yet the darkneſs comprehendeth it not 6. All 

who experience the bleflings of the goſpel keep the com- 

mandments : Ye are my friends (ſaith Jeſus} if ye do whatſoever i 

Tcommand you 7, And this is the-love of God, that we keep. 1 
| his 

4 2 Cor iii. 18 5 Cal iv. 9g 6 Rom i. 5 7 Ib v. 17 g 

8 Rom viii. 2 9 lb v. 18 IIb vi. 2 John i. 7 * 

32 Cor iii. 8 4 kleb vii 6 5 lb vi. 19 6 lb iv. 19 4 

7.1b:iv.1 8 Rom viii. 1 9 Janes i. 25 1 Rom viii. og *\ 

2 Heb vii. 16.3 Rom v. 5 4 Tit iti. 6 5 1 Cor vi. 11 

6 Jude 1 7 kleb iii. 14 8 Ib vi. 4 9 2 Peter i. 4 

1 1 John ii. 20 2 Gal iii. 26 3 Ib ui. 29 

4 Rom viii. 17 5 John x. 10 6 lb iii. 36 xvii. 3 

1 John v. 11 7 Romy. 1 8 Phil iv. 13 Col i. 1. 

91 John v. 4 1 Heb xii. 27 2 lb xii. 28 

3.2 Cor v. 1 6 John i 5 7 lb xv. 10, 14 
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again made one. with the law of God as at the firſt 
And the law fhall endure for ever.; when faith, hope, 
pardori, and a mediatorial kingdom are no more. | 
P. What are we to underſtand by the laW- ? 
D. The ceremonial inſtitution of Moſes was not the 
"firſt and pute law of God. What he commanded was 
partly a repetition of the original. law. given to Adam in 
paradiſe) partly a ritual law, ſhadowing ot good: things to 
come ;: aud partly added for puniſhment of trauſgreſſions 6, 
conlifting in divers waſhings, and carnal ordinances. 7. and 
became a. zoke that:could not be borne 8. The divine mo- 
ral law, whofe: nature and duration is eternal, whoſe 
greatneſs and purity is like unto God, was a freſh; re» 
peated and. reinforced by Moſes, intermixed with thoſe 


temporary ceremonies, concerning both of which it is 


„ 19. aid, What nation is there that hath flatites and judgments ſo 
vor ** -rightrows 9. And of theſe David cried, they * the 
«11 | heart, 
2 5 lb v. 3 6 John i. 1 7 Prov viii. 4. 9 
8 Pſal ex 128 9 Ver 34,73, 125, 145 
i 4:Romwvii.t2 2 Iſa xlii. 21 3 Jer xxxi. 33 
* 4 Hebwüi. 10 5 Ib x. 1 6. Gal ü. 19 7 Heb ix. 40 


Ads xv. 10 9 Heut iv. 7,8 
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4 72 1 : 
heat; enlighten the eyes, and are more io be nenn Hen gol, 
of them is great reward 1. 

Teng a gument uſed in ſeripture, and the codelibn 


ths inſpired writers always draw from our being delivers 


Nom the law'is, that we ſhould rife to rr 2; 
Huf the pervenſe diſputing of men f corrupt minds 3, and re. 
22 concerning ile faith 4; take what is 33 of the 
emoniel Bondage, our being. dead io tie ritual law by the 
Job F Ghrift 5, and delivered from the curſe due to for- 
mer diſobedience 6, and apply it to thoſe righteous judg- 
ments that endure for every, But to oppoſe this law, 'is to 
oppoſe grace, and whatever is done ainft it equally af- 
feats faith, and its author und finiſher 8. For the'law of 


Goch is no other than his own adorable image of holineſs, 
revealed to angels and men, and ſet before them for 


their glorious example.” Whoever partakes of the: divine 
nature, hath this law written in his heart. | In God it is 
a nature; to us a perfed law of liberty g 4 command 1 ; 


_ thigh privilege 2 the delight aud defire Sf all that are of 


God; a glory that contains all our bleſſedneſt i in _ 
and eternity 3. 

P. Then 1 perceive W you differ from others as 
well as from me. And amidf this Ny of CO 
who ſhall decide? f 


D. To the law and to the teflimony v if they ſpeak not ac- 
cording to this word, it is becauſe there is no light in them 4. 


It is melancholy to ſee ſome making void the law through 
faiths, ; ſpeaking ſo as to'make Chriſt the miniſler of fin 63 
of the life of Chriſt, ſo as to excuſe themſelves from obe- 
dience; of the law, ſo as to make it hateful. Others 
are ſo ſet againſt the tares of Antinomianifm, that with 
theſe, they root up the good feed alfo, {lighting the obe- 
dience of Chriſt io the law; ſaying chat by his ſufferings 


only we are ſaved ; which manner of {peaking-fecreily 
wounds our regard for Chriſt before we are aware. 


Leave 


| tl is. 741ll 2 Rom vii. 1 6 g Tim vi. 5 
4 2 Tim jii, 8 5 Rom vii. 4 6 Gal iii. 19 
7 Pſal cxix. 160 8 Heb xii. 12 | qr James i. 25 
11 Peter i. 16 2 Deut x 12,13 Pfal xix. 711 
-cxix. 163 Rom vi. 1, 22 vin. 2, 4 Ti ii. 1H 
1 Peter ii. 9 3 Rev ji. 10 Xiv. 13 xxil. 14 
4 Ia viii. 20 5 Rom ili. 31 6 Gat xx. 4,7 
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-Father's fight, at all times equally in his favour,” being 
holy, and unde filed, while he bore the fins of many 1, 2 
Was always procuritg rr y for his people. 


. n e 
Leave it 0 Atheiſts aud Arias 10 make light 18 
thing belonging to Chriſt; Every act of his pleaſed 

in our behalf. God only can fathom the unſearchable 


.rickes of Chriſt in all he bid or sveranttd. Whatever _ 


Chriſt became, it was not for himſelf, but fbr us men, ant 


for dur falodtiby ; and the infinite mind of Coll enn on 


tell what profit we receive from his Whole life atid death. 
He exeroted an vffice, performed a jglorivos part, that 
extended its efficacy to all perſons, diffuſed a ſaving wir- 
tue dyer every one's ation, and profited every vlan duly 
and circunfiante of life. He was always precious in his 


There is no need therefore of Refiroying the truth out of 


fear of Antinomian error, ſeeing the ſcriptures of both 


the old and new teſtament er themſelves againſt the face | 
of eveiy Atinomiin, and leave him without excuſe. 
on the ungodly le Malt rain ſnares, fire, and brimſtone. an 


kortible 2: And the end of Chrift in fulfilling all 
righteoufnefs, was 0 pr to himſelf 4 people zealous of good © 
works 3. 


1. 1. After all this diſputing, what is religion ? | 
D. The religion of Jeſus is the virtue of his life and 


death, communicated through de the partaking 


of his faving powet; and conforming to his example. He 
that ſaith he abideth in him, ought Bimſelf-alſo'to even as 

he walked 4. He that faith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
sommandments,. is a liar 3. In this the children of God are 
"manifeſt, ' and the children of the devil: whoſoever doeth not 
righteouſneſs, is not of God 6. This religion calls us 0 
deny ourſelve s, follow kim 7, walk as fe walked 8, drink ef 


Mis cup g, paſs through his reproach t and ſufferings of all 


kinds 2, with his refignation, holineſs, and victory 3. 
Religion, Truth, God, is our only. For though 
there be gods many, * 52 many, yet to us there is _ £ 
| . 4 
1 Iſa. liii. 12 2 Pal xi. 9 3 Tit. ii. 14 
4 1 John li. 6 5 lb ii. 4 6 ld iii. 10 Rom xv. 5 
- 1 Peter ii. 21 Mark viii. 34 Luke ix. 223 
7 Maitavie4 8 1Johnii. 9 Matt xx. 22 
1 Heb kin. 13 1 Peter iv. 4 2 2Cori. 3, 6 
Phil iii. 10 1 Peter iv. 13 3 1 Peter i. 21 
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Sad, ons Lord Jeſus, Chiift,.. one faith 4, one, hope, 5,, one 


way and narrow path that Chriſt has commanded 65. He 
that turns from. the commandment, 'cafts off religion: 
le whoſe obedience. endureth to the end, inherits eternal 
life 7. This is the truth and power of the goſpel, and 
they only that preach this religion, preach.:Chrifl Jeſus 
the Lord, 8. V any teach „ c2a and conſent. uot) to 
wholeſome words, he WITH NOTHING 9. Their ſoft 
unmortiſying ſyſtem, unfus the whole ſpirit. of. 
tbearers for that ſound ſpeech that cannot be condemned. 1. 
P. Vou have not one word upon kerefy and, ſchiſm, Do 
von account them a mere nothigg gn 
Try I. do not : I wiſh you: made no lighter 
the ſin of ſchiſm and hereſy than. T do. But the 
words ſo little . underſtood, that perhaps fe fobjefts 


have more expoſed the learned, Whenever they attempt- 


ed to treat of them. Probably you have thought that 
ſchiſm was the not uniting with your wor/hip ; and hergh, 
the not believing your creed, It ſo,. you have found out 
.new ſins ; ſins not ſpoken of in the ſcripture. Herein you 
were wiſer than inſpired writers, and took upon you to 


mend the bible 2. 


P. I could now be glad to hear no more. As for the 
points you at firſt ſo much inſiſted upon, and the diffe- 
-rence between you and ſome others about them, for my 
own part, I am clear of. the whole: I never preach any 
thing about the mayer, neither the operations of the 
ſpirit, nor experience, nor apy ſuch thing ; and I never 


. deſign it. 


D. I find you can ſtill make your boaſt of this, that 
vou neither believe, teach, nor experience the things of the 
Spirit of God, but only ſubſcribe what you do not believe ! 
How plainly do ſuch preachers ſhew themſelyes to be 


falſe prophets 


P. How ſo ? I befeech you let me hear you explain 
yourſelf. 2 | 
D. Unleſs you are called of God, and ſent by kim, you 
ae 


4 Eph. iv. 15, 16 5 1 Cor viii. 6 6 Matt vii. 14 


-7 Ib xiii, 13 8 Tim vi. 3. 4 9 Tit ii. 8 

Matt x. 22 Rom ii. 6, 7, 10 Rev ii. 10. 

2 See word to a ſchiſmatie, by C. F. wherein ſchiſm and 
hereſy ate explained. ke „ „ 
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A Are falſe prophets all of one fort ? 
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are a falſe ptophet ; for ſuch are all who run and he hath © 
not ſent idem 3. Again, falſe prophets do not ſpeak 
God's words, but their own 4. cauſing the people to err thro 
their lies 5 ; flrengthening the hands of evil doers, that none 
doth return from kis wicktdrizſs 6. They ſay ſtill unio them that 
deſpiſe: God, the Lord hath ſaid, ye ſhall have peace ;/ and to 
every one that walketh after ' the "imagination of his own heart, 
no evil ſhall come upon you ). Thus they teach the people 
to wall in the broad way, and not in the narrow path of re- 


pentance; faith, and hon. Nay, theyare' more diligent io 


prevent the finding oui ihis way, than to ſave a ſoul fromdeath* 
8. But if they hat ſtood in my counſet; faith God, and had cauſed 
them to hear M 'worps, then they ſhould have turned them from 
the evil of their ddings g. Therefore by their fruits ye ſhalt 
know thent 1. True prophets are ſeut by God to Lanoun 2! 
rev the Hlock 3, und tim many toighteouſneſs 4 Falſe 
teachers do not” profit the people 5+ but are ſeut by fatan to- 
10L.6,-work miſchief, pevour, yERvErT, or FORSAKE the 
flocks. Their ſhift is only about party and preferment, 
they are concerned at nothing but the loſs of this world, 
or to ſee others ſeeking the kingdom of heaven. They“ 
ridicule the way of truth, and perſeeute them that follow 


* 


D. * Falſe prophets are many, and lie concealed in 
various forms. Some go forth with great human au- 
thority, and no disine- Some with great learning and © 
no experience. Some magnify themſeloes,* and preſume to- 
forgive fin 6; others diſhonour Chriſt, and aſeribe to 
him nothing, but what isdimiited - | | 

05 enn en G 2 | 9 92. One 
3 Jer xiv. 13 xxiii. 21 xxvi. 13 xxix. 9. 
- Matt. ix. 38 Ads xx, 28. 4 Jer. xxiii. 16, 25, 26 

5 Jer xxiii. 32. Micah4ii. 5 6 Jer xxiii. 14 7 Ver. 
17 8 James v. 20 9 Jer xxiii. 22 1 Matt vii. 20 
2 Ib ix. 38. 1 Tim v. 19718 3 Acts xx. 28 
1 Peter v. 5. 4 Dau xii. 3 5 Jer xxiii. 32 
6 In a piece publiſhed at Naples the ecclehaflic writer 
ſaith, * Jeſus Chriſt, to abſolve men, ſuffered infinite ago - 
nies, and even death itſelf; whilſt a confeſſor, by only 
lifting up his hands, acquits the guilty ſinner. /Sharp's 
Leiters from Italy + Nay, it is a common boaſt with the? 
Romi/h clergy, not only to exceed our. Lord in their pow 
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One falſe prophet ſolves all into chance, and fade 
there is no God; another denies a providence ;; at hird re- 
(tuces. all to FA al - anuihilation.. One r the iriune 
myſtery ; another the dmx of the e . 
Some uo Chriſt only: after the fleſh q, and trim, 
not even to mention the name of Gad, Ch ri, the Spirits 
or grace; but liſp an upmeaning jargon of their awn;;. 
talk of the Lamb and the Saviour, diſcarding. all ſcripture 
expreſſions. They abhor . commandments, renounce ob- 
ligations to duly. 1, ond pulling a reed into the PORES, 
hand, bow the knee and mock; him. 2. 

Some diſdain the man, and receive 7eſus only as. abs 
3s his God, accounting light of his ſacrifice for fin, troughs, 
which we receive the whole of Chriſt in. 2. 
Theſe talk high of the * divine image,. — 
75. ralation to Cd. Chriſt a ſerpent -bruifer 1 


but make light of the reo of the  everlaſling covenant . 


er io abſolve, but that they. cxeaTE Chriſt, and waxa 
him that made us all. And even certain Proteſtant di- 
vines go ſo ſar as to affirm. concerning abſolution, that 
Cad waits the word from the-pricft,s mouth, and as it- 
were, the ſcholar of the cler 

7 Pſa} liii. 1. Whether the Atheift will acknowledge. 
ine being ol a God, yet the moſt inflexible can never etate. 
hie idea of exilience,; immenſ/uty, and 6ernily.. Theſe ate 
allnbutes of the Deny : therefore every man necefſaryy. 
owns that which is an acknowleegment of God himſelf, 
The belief of /elf- exiſtence, duration. and infinity are fo in- 
{eparably interwoven in us. that whether we attend or not. 
to the idea of being, or conſciouſneſs;. it is impoſſible to 
ſhake off the conception of ſomething that cannot be au- 
nihilated ; and this is no other than the beliet of a. 


Cod. 5 


8 1 John v. 7. See notes on the new teſtament, by. 
J. W. 9 2 Cor v. 16. 1 See 1 Cor ix, 21. 
2 The — of Count Nicholas Zinzendoy . who are. 
»» Free from the law divine, 
But German ſla ves for life.” 
Theſe embrace more of the doctrines of Aich it than 
even the idolatrous church of Rome. The unhound-d 


tyrrauny they excerciſe over the bodies and ſouls of all 


in their cummuniiy, exceeds even the higheſt Papat au- 


through 6, 


* Aw” we © 
* 4 


6 
37 throtgh which we receive the Aron 4, and” dcs 
nig to God 5. But to ſet apa Mediator without a Aris 
FACTION, to talk of ſandGification without a rorfriArtosn 
for fin 6, to approach God, but as being” 1eeonciled* 
by the blood 'of the croſs 7, is only Deisu in difgyiſe, 
bor ov mare of denying Jeſus Cir e 
Some falſe e ee ; 
grinſt the Shiri; others exalt their light within againſt the 
ſcripture of Truth g. and eontend ſor the 8vrricraxcy of an + 
inward: principle withont the word preached ; and equalize 
the grace-inheathens/with the power of God in 4. 
Such teach a ſceptic creed, and only change the word rea- 
Jaan natural conſcience into a principle from abo. 

Some make havock with phwlo/ophy and vain deceit 1. - 
Some make Mature as eternal as God,” hondur Dark- © 
16s as the only ground of good, and walking is the light of - 
their own five, — the ſparks they have kindled 2. wa} up 
the am of -Oninipotence, and confine God to formation > - 
withous power to create. 

Some acknowledge no faith but what the chacrch + 
alors: Some will have no religion bat what is eſtabliſted 
by law. Some view goſpel frrig as heathen morality. - 
Some ſee no beauty in holineſs ; others no evil in n. 
Some adhere to the —— religion, and'defpde all bur 
mode and ceremony. Some affirm thav God regards , 
not ſin in one 3; nor forgives it in another. 

One falſe propherfights againſt the evidence of fil 4; | 


another er the — 2 righteouſneſs 5: 3 


63. 

thoriey,wlbil they dare violate on W W 
God has enjoined, and may therefore juftly be ſtiled the a 
Nicolaitens of the preſent age; Rev. ii. 6. 

3 Hebx. 29 xiiiv'20 4 Rom v. 11 5 Heb vii. 19 

6 1 John ii. 2 7 Epheſ ii. 13 Coli. 20 

$ 1 John iv. 2.3. 2. John 4 oa 0d 

1 Col ii. 8 2 Hal 11 

3 The Holy Ghoſt foreſeeing what would be ht 
by#alſe teachers, has forwarned us againſt Whatis ſo _ 
ing to-fleſh and blood 7 and given this infallible” 5 
whereby We may try the ſpirits: Let no than decave' — ; | 
he that doi rightrouſneſs 1 is righteous, even as he ts: righteous, 
John iii. 7, 8. 4 Heb xi. 1 5 Gal v. 22, 24 
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no. teflimony of the ſpirit, but = holy life : Otheis- prefer 


legal obſcurity and ge to ſin, | before the. light and pouter- 
otthe.goſþel. One oppoſes works to believing s another 
boaſts of faith wrraour worxs 5; Some deny original 
guilt 6; others, that nature is corrupt 7. Que denies 
7uflification by faith-8 ; another ſaith, chat works.of bee 
profit nothing g. Oue ſaith righteouſneſs is not l 15 
another, no righteouſneſs is implanted. g. 

Some find out that Chriſt is our lawfulfiller, has "on 
AbL;for us, and not left us.even to follow his fleps 3 others 
that he has only ſet us au example, and left os to ſtruggle 
jor ourſelves, One exalts reaſon, and r1enounces: e 
tion; another denies reaſon. as well as reuelufion. 


One fays nature is pure, reaſou uncorrupl, and a sur- 


FICIENT guide: Another beſlows the gift of the fpirit on 
the apoliles only: a third confines inſpiration to ſcripiure; 


and. not a few ſubſcribe every thing, and believe n no- 


ching. 
FTacſe are all falſe ſpirits gone out into the world 4. de- 
ceitful workers, miniſters of Antichriſt 5 ; and however ſome. 


of theſe corrupt, opiuions may be found in npright men; 


vet fo far as any have embraced them, . fo far they are 


poſſeſſed by. the ſpirit of falſhood: And Obeift has bid 
us beware 6. 


P. If. theſe things are th few can * faved. Hows. 


ever, I ſhall not ſo eaſily take your word, ror will I con- 


cern myſelf about needleis ſpeculations. 


D. Is it a needleſs ſpeculation whether you are found. 


Ct. God to be a falſe or a true witneſs! However diſ- 
pleaſed or ſecure you may be a preſent, a day is coming 
when you will with you had paid more regard to ſerip- 
ture and my office; for then it will appear that even ſa- 
ran himſelf is not ſo guily as you. If. he deſtroy mens 


| ſouls, he ſhalb anſwer for it as a murderer, but not as a2 


guardian entruſted with them: But if the walchmas doth 
not warn, af the ſepherd. doth not feed, if the prophet - 
doth not en. it the fleward doth: not provide, he 

hall 


1 18 6 Rom i iii. 23 v. 12 7 Eph ii, 2 


8 Rom v. 1 9 85e James ii. 12. Rev xiv. 13 
Xxii. 14 1 Rom iv. 11, 22,24 Gal iii. 6 
James ii. 23 2 Eph iii. 16,19 3 1 Peter ii. 21 
4 1Jobn i iv. 13 2 Cor xi. 13 6 Matt vi. 15, 16 


a 


covering unrevealed truths 1. 
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ſhall'giye aceount for e |. far talents hidden: aud 
for a leward/hih unfailkfuly . adminiftered.. Oh, how un- 
able will many he to fland;' in the day.of accounts: How-- 
will they endure. the cries of difireſſed ſouls, ſaying. our 
guides have miſled us, our watchmeu have betrayed ng, 
our ſtewards, have defrauded us. aud following their ex- 
ample. hath undone-us for evo. 

To ſum up what, I have ſaid: Before yous labour can 
ſucceed, you muſt be converted yourſelf;' and. declare the 
truth as il is in Feſus'7, The want of which has long for- 


ced the beſt mem bers of the church to leave her commu - 


nion ; aud ſuch as you have been a conflant.cauſe -of - 
every rent and diviſion. For what by your cold and 
corrupt doctrine, lonſe, diſorderly living, being at che 
head of every idle diverfion, ſubſeribing and then derid- 
ing the fundamentals-of yout o church, the congrega- . 
tian muſt neceſſarily ſee that either I was an old doating - 
fool, or you a great knave. | 8 

Indeed. you ſeem determined to die in your ſins, and 


be the deſtruction of others. I have no ho pe ot your 


reformation. I ſee you are ſermon- proof, and paſt con - 
viction. and would, rather be refuted by a Hotſaad ſerip- 
twres, than have one act of parliament take you, or your 
emoluments in hand. But before we part let me once 
for all, warn you not to ruiu one {oul more, by adding 


fſaſhoed to God's word: Dare not again to ſay,. * The guſt - 


man falls into ſin ſeven times @ day; The ſcripture teflihes, 
He that — * the devil 8: And faith 2 eh a 
ing aßliclion, The: jul man falleth ſcven times, and nſeth 
ud ans; but he wicked hal jall inio miſchief 9g. 
P. if 4 muſt ſpeak the truth, 1: never intefjd.. to 
preach, your doctrine- I ſhall All think {or myſelf. 
Your authority is but Ayman, your office not founded on 
divine revelacion. I read nothing of you in the bible, 
which yau tell me contains all ariicles. of.. faith, refutes - 
every evil, enforces every good, aud leaves no-100m for di- 
D. I will not preſume. beyond due reſtxictions. but 
readily acknowledge myſelf conbned within che limits of 
luman appointment, - and am always ready to give place to- 
a more ſpiritual ſervice. My deſite is only to eſpouſe 
1 ſcfipture ; 
71 Tim. iv. 16 8 1 John iii. 8 9 Proy Xxiv. 15, 
8 16 1 Page 62 
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feripture ; I plead not for my office, but the tri I cons 
tain, And how requiſite! ſeeing the times are perifons'2; 
and 1 am ſurrounded on all hands with thoſe* who "6t"'- 
ſibſeribe, and then dem. If. you did not profeſs a'"tegard"” 


for my authority, there would be no rom to require ya 
to follow me. Aud certainly where I attvance whit 1s 
juſt, thoſe that live by my influence, and pretend to ad- 


here to me, are bound in conſcience to receive me. If 
you did not think me ſeriptural, you ſhould not have 
given your hand, pretending to be my. friend, when yon 5 


were, indeed, my mortal foe, 1199; 


To concliide” It is therefore moſt needful inſtantly to 


do one thing; and I now call aloud, and inſiſt on all that » d 


attend my ſerviee, to declare wuo they are for, you or me: 
Let each aſk another, will you ſtand by the Deſk, or by t 
the Pulpit ? Embrace ſcripture, and walk in the good bt 
way 2; or turn away your ears from the truth, and turn aſide 
to fables 4. I truft 1 fhall find ſome who will regard the · 
oracles of God, and flee from igvorance and deluſion. 
But as the greater part ahvays love the broad ey, and 
chuſe the wide gate, l fear you will have moſt on your 
ſide, and this will canfe me to go mourning all my days. 
L ſhall flill conſume away, and my grey hairs will at laſt⸗ 
be brought with ſorrow to the grave. But, left my death 
ſhould be more ſudden than may be expected, I think it 
expedient to give my laſt directions; and bequeath wy” 
autliority to thoſe who are worthy to reeeve it. 


The Laſt Wil and Tasrauenreof the DING Disx off 


the Church of England, made this fuſt, day of September, . 

(2763, at. fellows: „4% ow | 

FixsT l bequeath to my true ſons und zenlous ſervants, - 
all the church bibles; common prayer books, and- books 
of homilies, throughout England and Ireland, with the 
doctrines therein contained, and free and fall liberty to - 


| preach in all churches and chepels in the king's dominions, 


to them and their heirs for ever, upon this condition, 
that they preach-no other doQrine than the tundamental 
truths: contained in-the book of homities ſet forth by king 
Edwardthe fixth, the church kimgy, and catechiſm. And 
as for all the tithes, offerings, and other eccleſiaſtical _— & 

es, 
24 Tim by. 3.4 3 Jer vi. 16 42 Iim iv. 4 
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| Pulpit, do withdraw-from. me and all the faichful con · 
gregation, and publicly ahjure the prophets and apoſlles. 


* 
| . 
= 
= 


- 


+ (+ Oe}, 4 
e give them te dhe Epi: to enjoy daring this ins 
me; nee * —# proviſio, . = never more at: 
. ye or publicly, os privately: - 
teach or preach, A in any.ather way corrupt or molckt the. 
a but ily refgs che place of a teacher ; 
{peed collect together ſor ( himtelf, all che. 
ſermons, OY books, wherein the madern, docti ine is mr 
taiged, of 4rian orthodoxy; falvation.by works, no in- 
ion, no need of holigeſs, c. Pheſe to be ſent. with, | 


"praftors, apparitors, and ſpizitual courts, 10. he 


Secinians, Papiſts, Turks, and Pagans, and with them oo 
to remain, and continue forgyer. 
I leave it aſſo, as my laſt and folemn charge, that all 
the congregation lien with; great attention io the ſound 
at comes out of the Deſt and Pulpit, that they may un- 
erfland the former, and find out the latler, wheneyer id 
departs from the articles, homities;. and liturgy. : 
that all who renounce ſcripture, and me, iu humble fol- 
lower, that ventute to remain under an 


that a dillinctiou may nom be made het wen the ri 


eous;-, 
aud the wicked; avd:hey. vo longer be, called 


ſame... 


chusch and ſheepfold, becauſe: there wil he an eternalo 


feparation at the laſt da 
. balſa charge tbe ai of ay. congregation. to ſend + 
Eu. to our twenty - ix dioceſans in my name, us. 
os: 

The once much efleemed. Reading- Deſk; the ground, 
pillar, and eſſence of qui ecclefiaſtical conflitution, being 
in a very inſum ſiate of health. having bequeathed all that 
tc Gp the. truly. . and whatever is, corrupt ar 
contemptible 10 and ungodh,men, deſerters and be- 
trayers of their truſt, humbly requeſts of your Lordſhips, 


| that for truth and juftice lake, no pulpit. that ſhall hereaktgr 


renounce d deny what he has ſubſcribed, may bg tyt- 
fered to read any thing to che people but 118 Diazocus, 
till he retain to his bounden duty. CONST 
Moreover, I.inylelf zequelt of their Lordſhips, in be- 
half of all that have any deſire of faring well in the life. 
t. come, that they may 20k be abuſed, frowned 5 T 
e 
Mau. xxv. 32, 46. 
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2705 fon n1id (office of tte Melſiah, 
oe 8 'of pho end Doch not ſtie % thüur 
— alone we 258 ot Nor, warn wen of ne- dau- 
eee e ſalvation b. u il e cal 
on the contratyt they hend only unedifying-phic 7 
vert dry morality; atid*eviliig<of others: Man's fut, 
ficiegey, without grace, to tepent and turn to God: Hor 
bat kelineſs will procure hesveg: ich fin We" may 
— oy be faved: The endivfiaſm and pre- 
ge wr garding thoſe petirivns F offer up for com- 
Sa wy , and the comilort of tis Holys - 


fir. 6 4 TH 3-3&-{:x) 11874 49 
Allo 1 farther eee bor Aikretted ond dl. 
- piſed congregation,/a"xew -Porrrr, tray good, creed 56 


materials as old and "found as the REFORMATION, ſquared 4c 
oording ' to'/cripture model ;- the He. hv ped colour of 
the Reading-DeſF; and that the preſeg>=grily rotten\rof=l 
trum. ie ana" Prontaiul.* . 
Rica of Paganiſm - 
123 2 Ned du ſoblfting wen Par e the unter 
_ difgrace of the Goſpel, beifor ever-removed vt of light, 
— never heard of more! Wirhels e days” 
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